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EDITORIAL PREFACE 

MANY of those who have passed upon their lawful occasions througth 
the courtyard of Leicester Castle must have wondered how the building 
which forms its Western ,side has come to assume its present appearance. 
The mixture of materials .and construction, from the stone-work of the 
foundation courses to the ventilators on the ridge of tlhe r~f, gives 
plain evidence of a long and varied history. 

This evidence is extended and stvengthened by the gateway which 
forms the Southern entrance, the adjacent mound, with its clump of 
trees, and the very interesting and picturesque Gate-house, under which 
the rood leaves tlhe courtyard at its North-Eastern corner. 

Many of us will doubtless have recollections in our minds, more 
or less nebulous, of the chain of events which used to lead a former 
Cle,rk of the.Peace of the County, William Napier Reeve, to describe 
the Castle on public occasions as being "the cradle of our English 
liberties''. 

Upon ,all these speculations Mr. Levi ;Fox's paper sheds an 
inte,resting anq. instructive light. He traces t'he history of the Castle 
and its surroundings from its earliest beginnings to the time when the 
County acquired it from the Duchy of Lancaster. The paper is 
embellished and fortified by the wealth of factual detail contained in the 
foot-notes, whose 'r.eferences to medieval constrUJCtion work and its 
cost, and to the use of local mf1terials, such as Swithland slate, add very 
much to the interest of th~ main body of the paper. 

]\fr. Fox's contribution to Transactions .will be doubly welcome, 
for, in addition to the evidence which it gives of careful research and 
wide historical knowledge and judgment, it acquires a special power 
of attraction from the fact that its author is hfrnself a Leicestershire 
man. 

Owing to war-time restrictions on the use of paper the Committee 
have had to hold over two valuable and interesting articles which they 
had intended to print. They hope to publish these in the next part 
of Transactions, which will contain an index to the three parts of the 
completed volume. 

R. E. M. 



Leicester Castle 

INTRODUCTION 
EXPERIENCE has shown that, in the study of local antiquities and of 
national institutiops alike, revisions of accepted facts and interpre
tatipns are necessary from time to time. During the last few years, 
when the scientific study of the history and antiquities of Leicester and 
county has made such stri,king progress, the need for a rev,ision of the 
history of Leicester castle rhas been increasingly felt. This paper has 
accordingly been written to meet this need. 1 It makes no claim to 
finality, for as will be evident from what follows there is still much 
that is uncertain and inconclusive in the evidence at present available. 
In some respects it is, in fact, an interim report, but its purpose will 
have been served if it stimulates interest and further investigation in 
what is undoubtedly a subject of importance both in the history of the 
city and county of Leicester, and in the medieval honor of Leicester 

· and the duchy of Lancaster. In treating t'he subject particular atten
tion has been focussed on problems which up to now have either been 
evaded or merely conjectured upon; and in addition to secondary 
authorities, original sources hitherto unused for this purpose have been 
largely drawn upon. 

The bibliography of the subject may be summarized briefly. 
James Thompson's Account of Leicester Castle, published in 1859, is 
the first and only separate · publication on the subject. Much of the 
substance of this had already appeared in the same writer's History of 
Leicester published ten years earlier, and a summary of a paper on the 
same subject delivered by Thompson before the newly-formed Leicester
shire Architectural and Archaeological Society appeared in the Society's 
first volume of Transactions in 1862.2 In spite of its numerous con
jectures and deficiencies, Thompson's account of the castle has been 
used extensively by later writers, 3 and it is still useful in many ways. 
Before 'Dhompson's time, the Leicestershire historians, Burton, Thrnsby 
and Nichols, had all macle incidental references to the castle in their 
works, but had not attempted a comprehensive treatment; and anti-

II should like to record my thanks to all who have helped me : to Professor 
A. Hamilton Thompson, Mr. S . 'H. Skillington, Mr. Percy Russell, and 
Mr. F. Cottrill for their interest and advice on specific points; to Mr. 
G. F. Wilkie, City Librarian of Leicester, for the loan of books; to Mr. 
L. E. Rumsey, Clerk ,of Leicestershire County Council, and Mr. W. Keay, 
their architect, for copies of plans; to my friend, Mr. S. H. Barnett of 
Coventry, who has drawn the illustrations; and lastly to my wife, who. has 
encouraged me at every stage of the work. 

2Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc. i, 84-86. " 
3As, for example, by William Kelly, Notices of Leicester (1865) and Mrs, T. 

Fielding Johnson, Glimpses of Ancient Leicester (1891). References in 
this paper are to the 2nd edition (1906) of Mrs. Johnson's book. 
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quaries who visited Leicester ha.d noted the condition and extent of the 
castle ruins without giving any reliable historical narrative. Thomp
son's work on the history of Leicester stimulated further studies, two 
of which were partly concerned with the castle: in 1867 William 
Napier Reeve, deputy constable of the castle, published his Chronicles 
of the Castle and of the Earls of Leicester and this was followed in 1884 
by William Kelly's Royal Progresses and Visits to Leicester. In the 
same year G. T. Clark's M edieial Military Architecture in EnglJ,l.nd4 

included a section on Leicester castle and marked the beginning of a 
series of works on English castles, several.of which are indispensable 
fot providing the historical and architectural background against which 
the study of any particular castle must be set. 5 Since that time obser
vations and notes on Leicester castle have appeared in the Transactions 
of the Leicestershire Archaeological Society,6 the Archa,eological 
Journal/ the Victoria County History,8 local directories and guides and · 
elsewhere,9 while Messrs. C. J. Billson's Medieval Leicester and S. H. 
Skillington's Histo-ry of Leicester contain corrective statements on 
various points concerning the castle's history. 

Taken altogether the literature on Leicester castle is meagre and 
of varying degrees of value, and generally speaking it creates almost as 
many problems as it purports to solve. The explanation lies in the 
difficulty of the subject; for, as John Nichols wrote, 'the history and 
magnitude of this castle is but little known. '10 In the first place, so 
little of the castle remains that it is impossible for the visitor to visualize 
its plan or appearance. Apart from the ancient hall, now almost 
entirely concealed beneath a modern disguise, the remains for the most 
part consist of a gateway with adjacent buildings near the north door 
of St. Mary's church, itself originally belonging to the castle, the so-called 

4The descriptions and plans of individual castles in this work still remain useful, 
' though some of Mr. Clark's theories, especially concerning the origin of 

the castle, have been superseded by more recent studies. 
5From a lengthy bibliography on English castles the following books ,should be 

noted : Sir James Mackenzie, The Castles of England, their Story and 
Struct1ire (1897) ; A. Hadrian Allcroft, Earthwork of England (1908) ; Mrs. 
Ella Armitage, The Early Norman Castles of the British Isles (1912) ; A. 
Hamilton Thompson, Military Architecture in England during the Middle 
Ages (1912); H. A. Evans, Castles of England and Wales (1912); Charles 
Oman, Castles (1926); F. M. Stenton, The Development of the Castle in 
England and Wales (Historical A~sociation Leaflet, No. 22, revised, 1933) ; 
Hugh Braun, The English Castle (1936); Sidney Toy, Castles (1939)-this 
is a short history of fortifications throughout Europe to A.D. 1600. 

6 Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc. viii, 255; x, 257-8; xi, 183-6; xiv, x; xvi, x; xix, 201 
and accounts; xx, 305-6. 

7Arch. Journal, xxvii, 335-7; xc, 368; xcii, 190-1. 
sv. C. H. Leics. i, 260-1. 
9E.g. C. H. Ashdown's Leicester Castle it: the time of John of Gaunt, a com

pilation based on Burton, Throsby, Thompson, Reeve and data furnished 
by T. H. Fosbrooke. 

lONichols, History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester, iv, pt. i, 69-72. 
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Turret Gateway leading into the 
Newarke, an old cellar at the 
south end of the Jiall, and part 
of the southern boundary walls, 
"'ith the remains of another wall 
to the north in the Castle Gar
dens. The artificial hillock or 
mound, originally the most im
portant feature of the castle, has 
been considerably reduced and 
deprived of nmch of its value as 
evidence. Nor is it yet possible 
to make good . the deficiencies of 
the plan from the results of arch
aeological excavation, for apart 
from trial trenches cut near the 
Turret Gateway in 1939, 11 so far 
as is known no attempt to 

Leicester castle from the river 

reconstruct the plan of the castle by this means ~His heen made. It is 
unfortunate also that there are.no notes or drawings of castle building:. 
at the time of their demolition or alteration, or details of finds made 
when the mound was levelled. So far as the castle's early fabric is con
oerned, there are no complete building accounts extant as in the case 
of Kirby l\1uxloe castle, and the Pipe Rolls do not recm-d expenditure 
on building operations as in the case of royal castles. The chronicle of 
the Leicester canon, Knighton, makes little mention of the castle, and 
the Leicester borough records throw light only on the functions which 
took place there, and the lord's 9,fficials and visitors. There is nothing 
in the castle muniment room12 bearing on the history of the structure 
or at the city muniment room except two leases of cast1e premises. 

But there are some original sources. The descent of the honor and 
castle can be traced with the help of national records.13 The Pipe Rolls 
and chronicles substantiate the destruction of the castle following the 
rebellion of 1173. Most .important are the duchy of Lancaster records, 
preserved in the Public Record Office, which considerably assist a 
mental reconstruction of the castle's fabric from the beginning of the 
fourteenth century. After its grant to Edmund Crouchback in 1265, 
the honor of Leicester, with the castle as its administrative centre, 
became part of the estates and organization later known as the duchy 
of Lancaster, which after 1399 was continuously annexed to the Crown. 
It follows that the records of the honor of Leicester often concern the 

· llThese produced some useful evidence, p. 136-7. 
12The records there are those of business done at the castle, mainly Quarter 

Sessions Order Books and Minute Books, Sessions Rolls, etc., with later 
enclosure awards and various pieces of county business. 

13J have done this fn my article 'The Honor and Earldom of Leicester : Origin 
and Descent, 1066-1399', English Historical Review, liv, 385-402. 



l JO LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

castle. The receivers' accounts of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries 
are particularly useful in that they not only illustrate the business 
transacted there but contain details of money spent on maintaining the 
fabric of the castle. John of Gaunt's register gives an excellent idea 
of the baronial household which from time to time occupied the castle 
and illustrates the kind of orders issued by the duke for its upkeep. 14 

· To this category of records also belong the commissions and surveys of 
the castle in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Other sources 
and acknowledgments will be referred to in the text and footnotes. 

14Joh.n of Gaunt's Register, 1372-1376, ed. S. Armitage-Smith (Camden Society, 
3rd Series, xx, xxi, 1911); ibid. 1379-1383, ed. E. C. Lodge and R. Somer
ville (Camden Society, 3rd Series, lvi, lvii, 1937). 
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I 

EARLY HISTORY 
THE date of the foundation or construction of a castle, as of an abbey, 
church or school, is , considered a most important point in its history, 
though often this is the most problematical aspect of the subject. The 
question of the origin of English castles in general now seems to have 
been settled. The theory propounded by Mr. Clark and endorsed by 
Professor Freeman, which sought to identify the English castle with 
the burgh (burh), or communal Anglo-Saxon fortified stronghold, has 
been discredited by more recent studies, and it is now generally recog
nized that the castle was not introduced into England until Norman 
influence became predominant in the eleventh century. So far as is 
known, the Anglo-Saxons did not build castles; it was only with the 
Norman Conquest and t.he subsequent consolidation of feudalism that 
the art of private fortification began to flourish in this country. To 
think in terms of the existence of a Saxon castle at Leicester1 is there
fore quite wrong, and the theoi:y which attribiited the foundation of 
the castle to Ethelfleda, lady of the Mercians, can be dismissed as 
untrue. 2 The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records that Ethelfleda captured 
Leicester from the D:µies, but even though she may have subsequently 
strengthened its forti:fications,3 this cannot by any stretch of imagina
tion be construed as implying the erection of a castle. 

Nor can the evidence contained in a narrative passage of the. 
register of Leicester abbey concerning the history of the abbey's 
foundation, and printed in Dugdale's Monasticon, 4 be admitted as 
proving the existence of a castle at Leicester in pre-Conquest days. 5 

It was upon this source that Professor Freeman based his opinion that 
William I destroyed Leicester with the castle and the church of St. 
·Mary; but as Dr. Round subsequently pointed out, there are serious 
discrepancies in this document and a confusion as to date. 6 The 
destruction referred to in this passage was caused by the private war
fare and plundering of Ivo de Grentemaisnil (who possessed two of the 
four parts of Leicester) at the time of the baronial rebellion in 1101; 
there was nQ destruction in the reign of the Conqueror. 7 

1Clark, op, cit. ii, 183. 
2Thompson popularized this idea ; it was thought that the mound dated from 

Anglo-Saxon times and had some connection with the burgh phase of · 
Leicester's history. 

3The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle does not mention this, but the enclosrure of a 
captured town by an earthen bank with a stockade on thC;! top and an 
outer ditch was a normal feature of the military policy of Ethelfleda and 
Edward. 

4'Memorandum quod Robertus comes Mellenti, veniens in Angliam cum Willelmo 
duce Normanniae, adeptus consulatum Leycestriae ex dono dicti ducis et 
conquestoris Angliae, destructa prius civitate Leicestriae cu~ castello 
et ecclesia infra castellum, tempore predicti conquestoris, reaedificavit 
ipsam ecclesiam sanctae Mariae infra castellum .. .' (Mon. Angl. vi, 466). 

5For Thompson's use of this passage see his History of Leicester, i, 21. 
6See 'The alleged destruction of Leicester in 1068' in J. H. Round, Feudal 

England, 456-8. 
'l}fary Bateson, Leics. Bor. Ree. i, xiii; C. J. Billson, Medieval Leicester, 1~. 
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On the other hand, it is to the years immediately following the 
Conquest tihat the erection of a castle at Leicester must be attributed. 
The need for holding down a recently-subjected and resentful popu
lation led the Conqueror to pursue a systematic policy of fortification, 
establishing castles in the larger towns ·and along the more important 
lines of communication. Some of these castles are mentioned in Domes
day Book, in charters of the period or in contemporary chronicles, but 
others escaped mention altogether. 8 Tbis applies to Leicester castle, 
the erection of which most probably took place in 1068, when in the 
course of a campaign which only lasted a month or two, William also 
erected castles at Warwick, Nottingham, York, Lincoln; Huntingdon 
'and Cambridge, and probably at Stamford. 9 

-··- --··--_---....,,.._,,.._....,...~ 

Site of Leicester castle 

The site chosen for the castle· at Leicester 1:ay at the south-west 
angle of the town, upon the right bank of the river Soar-a position 
which suggests the mis.trust of an invader anxious at once both to 
dominate the town and to preserve easy communication with the 
surrounding country. Like the majority of the early Norman castles 
in England, the castle at Leicester was of the motte [earthen mound] and 
bailey type, consisting of a mound of earth surrounded by a ditch 

· and with · a' wooden palisade on top, and of a bailey or 
court below surrounded by its own ditch, rampart and stockade 

8For a list of castles built in the reigns of William I and Willia!Jl II, compiled 
. from these sources, see Armitage, op. cit. chapter vii. 
9Professor Stenton supports this view, op. cit. 8-9. 
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and separated from the mound 
by the former. As it stands at 
present the mound is about 30 
ft. high, the steepest scarp beirig 
48. ft. on the southi-west, .and 
the diameter of the level summit 
100 ft.; 10 but it was consider
ably higher until it was red~ced 
and levelled for a bowling green 
just over a century ago. 11 'rhere 
are now scarcely any traces of a 
ditch. T1he ocigiinal weO.l stiH 
remains in the mound. The 
bailey itself lay to the north and 
north-east . of the mound, 12 

prot,ected on the west side by 
a steep scarp to the Soar, 
then flowing much nearer to The castle mound 

1 33 

the castl<; than now, and elsewhere by a fosse now destroyed; its 
entrance was on the north or north-eastern side opposite to the mound. 
In view of the levelling process referred to above, it is not surprising 
that there are no t_races of a structure on the top of the mound, but it 
was usual in castles of this type to have a wooden structure--often in 
the form of a tower-on the top of the mound for the use of the garrison· 
in time of siege. Any idea of the existence of a stone keep or other 
stone buildings at Leicester castle at this period is completely 
erroneous .13 

lOThese are the measurements given in the chapter on Ancient Earthworks in 
V.C;H .. Leics. i, 260. 

11Clark says it was lowered 12 or 15 ft . ; if this figure is correct, a very con
siderable amount of earth must have been removed. The mound at 
Bedford was lowered for a similar purpose. 

12So far as present evidence shows, the shape of the Norman enclosure was 
roughly that of a capital letter D, the upright being based on the river. 
The south ditch of the bailey ran not very much north of east from the 
mound (see below, p. 136). Although the form and position of the east 
side of the bailey are unknown, the bailey must have extended far enough 
to enclose St. Mary's chur.ch (including the eastward extension of the 
original building). Moreover, the high ground or bank along the north 
side of the churchyard may indicate the north or north-eastern side of 
the original bailey. In a schedule of castle-guard rents due to the King 
in 1687, there are rents due from a tenement on St. Marie's Bancke and 
from a tenement on Gundike (D. L. Rentals and Surveys 14/24A). These 
names are interesting and may refer to the Norman bank and ditch here, 
or perhaps to the barbican (see below, p. 142). 

13The essence of the motte · and. bailey castle was 1:hat it provided a cheap and 
quickly-erected stronghold, which could be held by a Small garrison. 
Some considerable time had to elapse before an artificial mound of earth 
could stand the weight of a stone structure . Mrs. Armitage concluded that 
'in not a single case is any masonry which is certainly early Norman 
to be found on one of these mottes; where the date can be ascertained, 
the stone work is invariably later than the eleventh century' (op. cit. 
97). The case o( the curtain wall climbing up· the side of the motte at 
Tamworth provides a possible exception (Arch. Journal, xc, 372-3). 

I 
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After its subjection the Con
queror entrusted Leicester to 
Hugh de Grentemaisnil, who 
in reward for his services 
received extensive estates in 
Leicestershire, Warwickshire and 
other midland counties. The 
castle thus became the residence 
of a Norman lord and the caput 
of a feudal honor, and· with its 
descent and such matters as bear 
upon its early history the rest of 
this chapter will be concerned.14 

Hugh de Grentemaisnil joined 
the baronial rebellion in suppm-t 
of Robert Curthose against 

Norman doorway, st. Mary de Castro William Rufus in 1088, and 
according to the Anglo-Saxon 

Chronicle waged private warfare in Leicestershire and Northampton
shire, the castle at Leicester presumably being his base of operations. 
Local writers have stated tha.t in revenge for this disloyalty Rufus 
assailed the castle at Leicester, either destroying or damaging it,15 

but there is no evidence in support of this. Hugh naturally incurred 
the royal displeasure, but he was one of the barons who by reason of 
their age and services to the Conqueror received pardon from the king .16 

Upon Hugh's death in 1093, his son, Ivo de Grentemaisnil, succeeded 
to his English possessions, but his enjoyment of them was short. He 
joined the rebellion of Robert of Belesme against Henry I in 1101, 
waging private warfare and causing destruction in Leicester, and it 
seems clear that the castle there was either destroyed or damaged at this 
time.17 He subsequently went on a crusade to reinstate himself but 
died whilst on it; and his lands were granted to Robert de Beaumont, 
count of Meulan. 

It is to this Robert, who subsequently became the first earl of 
Leicester, that the re-building of the castle, as well as the ch'luch of 
St. Mary by the Castle (de Castro), is generally attributed. 18 The sur
viving fragments of this early Norman church, incorporated in the 
subsequent re-building which took place about 1150, make it clear that 

14When not quoted here, references concerning the descent will be found in 
my article already cited, English Historical Review, liv, 385-402. 

lSThompson, Leicester Castle, 6; Skillington, History of Leicester, 35. 
16For this episode in Hugh's career see Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc. xiii, 189. 

17The narrative referring to this destruction (already quoted) includes the 
castle (cum castello). 

lBThere is no reason to doubt the statement that Robert built the church of 
St. Mary de Castro, probably in or about 1107. 



LEICESTER CASTLE 135 

it was a,building of appreciable size and beauty;19 but in the absence of 
evidence, any statement regarding the nature of the re-building of the 
castle undertaken by Robert de Beaumont 'must be entirely conjectural. 
It is reasonable, however to suppose that it would involve the re-estab
lishment of the motte and bailey defences, a stone wall probably taking 
the place of the former wooden palisades. 20 Also, since at no time were 
the mound and its defences abandoned in favour of a rectangular keep, as 
happened in many other castles, it seems probable that the top was 
enclosed by a shell of stone, 21 within which would be wooden buildings 
with lean-to roofs. 22 Again, it is likely that at this time certain resi
dential buildings-possibly a timber hall23-were erected within the 
bailey. 

Robert, called 'le Bossu', succeeded his father in 1118. Founder of 
Leicester abbey, this Robert is also generally credited with the building 
of the stone hall, the principal surviving part of the castle. 24 Although 
there is no documentary evidence to support this, the architecture of 
the hall places the date of its building almost certainly about the middle, 
or between the middle and last quarter, of the t~elfth century. 25 The 
study of English, castles in general shows that by this time stone was 
gradually replacing timber, and in particular stone halls were super
seding the earlier timber constructions within the improved defences of 
the bailey. Of late Norman style, the architecture of the hall at 
Leicester is somewhat earlier than that of Oakham, which it so much 
resembles, the latter being built about 1190. 26 In both cases the hall 

19An excellent summary of the architectural history of St. Mary's by Mr. A. W. 
Clapham, with plan by Mr. Albert Herbert, will be found in Arch. Journal, 
xc, 369-70. 

20The archaeological evidence discussed below in connection with the destruc
tion of the castle defences following 1173 seems to support this view. 

21Near the top on one side of the mound can be seen a small piece of masonry 
and separate stones, which look as though they became lodged there when 
being cast down from the top of the mound before its height was reduced. 
These are 'the remains of masonry apparently of late Norman date', 
referred to in V.C.H. Leics. i, 260. 

22Professor Hamilton Thompson thinks it is unlikely that the timber palisade 
was kept permanently in a castle of such importance, although there are 
instances of the survival of wooden defences till a later period. 

23As was apparently the case at Hertford castle. When such halls were rebuilt 
in stone it is probable that in some cases they retained their original 
timber pillars (Braun, op. cit. 80). 

24Thompson, Leicester Castle, 10. Clark states that Robert le Bossu 'strengthened 
and enlarged the castle', and attributes the bu,ilding of the hall to the 
first Robert (op. cit. ii, 184). 

25Miss Margaret Wood dates the building of the hall c. 1150. See her excellent 
paper 'Norman Domestic Architecture' in Arch. Journal, xcii, 190-1. Mr. 
Sidney Toy supports this view (op cit. 101). 

26This is the date assigned by Miss Wood (Arch. Journal, xcii, 201). See also 
A. Hamilton Thompson, op. cit. 197. and in Arch. Journal, xc, 398; and 
Sidney Toy, op. cit. 101. Mr. Albert Herbert is also of the opinion that 
the architecture of Oakham is slightly later than that of Leicester. In 
connection with this problem of dating the hall at Leicester, it is also 
significant that .the church of St. Mary de Castro was largely rebuilt about 
1150 (Arch. Journal, xc, 369). 
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consists of a nave and aisles at ground level, divided by pillars and pre
serving the primitive idea of an aisled hall. A fuller description will be 
given in the next chapter. There is no evidenc,e regarding the remarinder 
of the structure at this time, or during the following century. 

Robert Blanchmains, son of le Bossu, succeeded in 1168; but, unlike 
his predecessors, who had augmented their fortunes by loyalty to the 
Crown, he joined the rebellion of Henry, the king's son, in 1173;27 and 
hav,ing obtained permission to visit No,rmandy, shut himself up in his 
castle at Breteuil. As a consequence, his English estates were con
fiscated; Leicester was taken by royal forces and burnt, while the castle 
held out28~a fact which proves that a simple fortification of this type 
could be effectively defended. ·Meanwhile Robert returned to England, 
but only to be captured at Farnham, Suffolk. He was held prisoner 
during the greater part of 117 4, when his constable surrendered the 
castles of Leicester, Mountsorrel and Groby, 29 but his release was 
stipulated in the treaty of peace between King Henry and his sons in 
September of that year. The king, however, ordered the demolition 
of Leicester castle,30 and confirmation of the execution of his order is 

. contained in the Pipe Rolls; sums of lls. 9d. and 40s. are entered as 
having been spent on the demolition of the castle and the town wall in 
the 22nd and 23rd years of the king's reign respectively. 31 This expen
diture is interesting; it does not suggest a vast and complicated struc
ture, though whether the demolition extended to any buildings within 
the bailey as well as to the castle's defences is not made clear; if the date 
of the building of the hall suggested above is correct, the hall must have 
been spared along with the church; the town wall of Leicester was 
certainly involv,ed. After this, Robert secured pardon and the restora
tion of all his lands and castles, except l\fountsorrel. 32 

Further evidence for this demolition of the castle defences may 
reasonably be adduced. from trial excavations made in 1939 in the area 
immediately north of the Turret Gateway. 33 The latter was found to 
have been built on the south edge of the Norman castle diJch, and the 
wall running from the north corner of the gateway towards St. Mary's 
church and contemporary with it (of early fifteenth-century construc
tion) had beien built across the ditch-filling. The ditch, of V section, 

27Gesta R. Henrici II, i, (R.S.), 48. 
2s Ibid. i, 58. · 
29Ibid. i, 61. From an entry in the Pipe Roll for this year (1173-4} it is clear 

that Leicester castle was then garrisoned by royal forces : In warnisona 
Castelli de Legere' xix li. ix d. per testimonitim Willelmi Ruffi per breve 
Regis. 

30R. de Diceto (R.S.), i, 404. 
31Pipe Roll entries : 22 Hen. II, Et in custamento perprosternendi castelli de 

Legercestr' xjs. et ixd. per breve Regis; 23 Hen. II, Et ad prosternandum 
castellum et murum Legercestr' xls. per breve Regis. 

32At the Council of Northampton. 
33These excavations were undertaken by Leicester Museum, whose archaeologist, 

Mr. F. Cottrill, was in charge of the work. The substance of this para
graph is based on information supplied by him, in advance of full 
publication. 
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was about 40 ft. wide and had steeply-cut sides going down to a depth 
of about 14 ft.-the oottom was not quite reached in the excavation
and it was running about 15 degrees north of east. Against the north 
or inner side of the ditch would be a rampart or bank, formed of the 
material obtained from the digging of the ditch. A stone wall had, 
apparently, been added to the bank, for a layer of building debris was 
found in the ditch-filling, sloping down from the north edge. Below 
this debris the filling consisted of layers of sandy silt, but above it 
there was a considerable admixture of red clay, evidently derived from 
the substance of the bank. The throwing down of the wall, followed 
by the partial removal or denudation of the bank, would produce a 
series of layers in the ditch such as the trenches revealed. Further
more, in view of the fact that all the potsherds found in the ditch-filling 
(apart from a number of intrusive Roman ones) are of the late eleventh 
or twelfth-century A.D., it is a fair assumption that the destruction 
thus indicated was indeed that which followed the rebellion of 1173. 

What ensued immediately afterwards is not known, but it is 
reasonable to expect that some rei-building of the castle subsequently 
took place; for the castle continued to be the residence of the earls of 
Leicester. On the death of Robert Blanchmains in 1204, the Beaumont 
line of earls came to an end, and a partition of the honor of Leicester 
between the two co-heiresses, Amicia and Margaret, was effected. The 
castle fell to the share of Amicia, who assumed the title of countess of 
Leicester, and by her first marriage with Simon de Montfort, seignour 
of Montfort and Rochefort, ihad a son and heir, Simon, who forthwith 
became earl of Leicester. It would be out of place here to give details 
of the complications caused by this division of the Leicester estates, 
or of the long dra:wn-out negotiations before the younger Simon de 
Montfort secured seizin of his father's inheritance.34 During these 
years the castle and the lands administered therefrom were frequently 
in the hands of royal keepers, and even after Simon took possession in 
1231, he cannot have been in residence at the castle for any long period 
at once on account of his participation in activities which belong to 
national history. Whether Simon enlarged and improved the residential 
buildings of the castle is not known, but it is not unlikely, that he did; 
for Henry III's reign saw a good deal of royal and private ' building 
activity, much of which was directed towards the provision of more 
comfortable living apartments. Although Simon is said to have enter
tained King Henry III and his son, Pr:ince Edward, at the castle in 
1264,35 in less than a year he had assumed the leadership of the 
baronial cause and was at w.ar with his sovereign. With his death at 
Evesham in 1265 and the subsequent forfeiture of his estates to the 
Crown, the first chapter in the history of the castle may conveniently 
be closed. 

34For details see English Historical Review, liv, 392-5. 
35Kelly, Royal Progresses, 103. 
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II 

THE CASTLE IN ITS GLORY 
THE grant of the honor, earldom and castle of Leicester to Edmund 
Crouchback, the king's son, in 1265, marks an important turning-point 
in the history of the subject. Hitherto the sole fortified residence of a 
powerlul line of earls, the castle was henceforward destined. to figure 
still more prominently as one of a series of castle dwelling-houses 
vested in the house of Lancaster and so closely related to the Crown. 
For Edmund and his successors were earls of Lancaster and Derby as 
well as of Leicester, and held a vast conglomeration of honors, castles 
and manors scattered all over the country; perhaps the chief seat of 
their power was in the northen1 and central midlands, but they had 
large estates in the north and in the southern marches of W:ales. Each 
honor, with its castles and officials, though administered .as a separate 
unit, fitted into the larger territorfal grouping and system of adminis
tration, later known :as the duchy of Lancaster.1 

Little is heard of the castle under earl Edmund, except that during 
his time its hall first came to be used by the king's justices as a court 
of assize, 2 a use which has continued right down to the present time. 
Following Edmund's death in 1296, his son Thom,,as 'of Lancaster' 
succeeded to his lands :and titles, and it. is during his time that the first 
intimate details concerning the castle ·are found. The defection of earl 
Thomas and his subsequent execution in 1322 resulted in the confis
cation of his estates and a serious break in the Lancastrian administra
tion. 3 For two years the honor and castle of Leicester remained in 
the king's hands, entrusted to the keepership first of Roger Beler, and 
then of Roger de Belegrave; their a.ocounts for this period have survived. 4 

Henry, brother of the executed earl, received his lands and titles in 
1324. He died at Leicester castle in 1345, after founding the Newarke 
hospital for poor people, and was succeeded by his son, Henry of Gros
mont, who became duke of Lancaster in 1351. Duke Henry is especially 
remembered in connection with the N ewarke foundation, the consti
tution of which he modified, at the same time attaching to it a collegiate 
church in which he was buried on his death at the castle in 1361.5 In 
default of male heirs, 'his lands were divided between his two daughte;rs, 
Maud and Blanche, but up&n the death of Maud the following yea.r, 

lFor a treatment of this aspect of the honor of Leicester see my monograph 
The Administration of the Honor of Leicester in the Fourteenth Century 
(Leicester, 1940). 

2The borough records first record a judgment of the king's justices in aula 
comitis Leycestrie ad Castrum on 29 Nov., 1273 (Leics. Bar. Ree. i, 114). 

3See J. F. Baldwin, 'The Household Administration of Henry Lacy and Thomas 
of Lancaster', English Historical Review, xiii, 196. 

4Min .. Acc. (G~n. Ser.), 1146/~, 1147 /20. These have been printed, with an 
mtroducbon and translation, in Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc. xix, 199-274 · xx 
77-158. ' ' 

5For a comp~ehensive treatme7:.t of the whole subject see A. Hamilton Thompson, 
The Hist.oty of the Hospital and the New College of the Annunciation of St. 
Mary in the Newarke, Leicester (Leicester, 1937). · 
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they were re-unit~d and devolved upon Blanche. Blanche's husband, 
John of ·Gaunt, then earl of Lancaster and Richmond, thus entered 
upon the whole inheritance of the fate duke, and as will be seen later, 
Leicester castle became one of his favourite residences until his death 
there in 1399. 

It is during this century, the most splendid period in the castle's 
'history, that .an account of the castle's buildings and the activities 
which took place there first becomes possible. Although it is most 
probable tht1t considerabl~ additions and alterations affecting the 
structure took place during th.e century, for earl Henry and his son, as 
well as John of Gaunt, are known to have been great builders, these 
cannot be traced in detail owing to the lack of a continuous series of 
ministers' accounts. The kind of information provided by this cate
gory of ;records may be illustrated by the details contained in the account 
of Henry Here ward, porter of the castle, for the year 1313-14. 6 Among 
the items of expenditure throwing light on the castle are the following: 
3s. paid to the abbot of Leicester as annual fann for the barbican of the 
castle; ls. paid to the canons of St. Mary by the Castle as annual farm 
for the same; £2 Os,. Tld., spent on covering and mending the long 
chamber and kitchen7 in places, with the purchase of 600 laths, 900 
laths made from the lord'.s timber, with 1700 tiles, 20 nails and 20 qrs. 
of lime bought for the same; 17s. 2½d. spent on felling timber and 
making 1,600 shingles therefroin and laying them on the hall8 in places, 
with nails bought for the same; lls. ll½d. spent on covering the small 
stable9 and making mangers in the same, with 50 boards and 500 nails 
bought for the same; 6s. 9d. spent on covering and mending the room 
next to the stable10 and the prison house, 11 with 200 laths, 600 nails and 
ridge-tiles bought for the same; 4s. 6½d. paid in wages of the masons . 
breaching the wall in the biuttery12 and making a door there for getting 
wine in, and of a carpenter making the woodwork of the said door with 
iron hinges and locks bought for the same; 4s. 3d. paid in the wages of a 
plumber mending and repairing defects on the flat chamber13 in places, 
with boards, lead· and nails bought for the same; ls. 4½d. for putting 
in a bin14 for the bread, removing it from one cellar to another, with 
boards and nails bought for the same; 3s. ld . spent on making a plaster 
wall between the garde-robe chamber15 and the drain of the same, with 
laths and nails bought for the same; 6½d. spent on two spades, a fork 
and the wages of a man digging amo~g the vines with the vintner. 16 

6D. L. Min. Acc. 1/ 3, m. 20. 7/onga camera et coqidna. 
Baula. sparvum stabulum. 
iocamera iuxta stabulum. The word camera, here and subsequently translated 

chamber, is frequently applied to a set of rooms; it may also · mean a 
small house. · · 

lldomus prisone. I4granarium . 
12boterleria. iscamera garderobe. 
Bplata camera. 
16This same year the vintner at the castle received 6s. Sd. for his wages and an 

allowance of 4 qrs. 2½ bus. of wheat, costing £1 ls. ld. Vine plants were 
also carted from Higham Ferrers, Northants. (another Lancastrian seat) 
to Leicester. 
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The account of Nicholas de Lomlay, receiver, for the same year, 
includes £3 6s. 8d. paid to Richard the chaplain for- celebra.ting divine 
service ,in the castle chapel during the year. 17 

As isolated details, these items are not without interest, but 
associated with others from like sources they provide the material for 
a reconstruction of the component parts of the castle, although the 
exP,ct location of these on the site and their relative positions are often 
uticertain. It is clear that by now the residential aspect of the castle 
predominated over considerations of defence. The mound still rose 
high above the river in the south,-west corner of the site, but whether 
its defences had been kept in repair is not known; perhaps more reliance 
was placed on the curtain wall built round the bailey and the gateway 
itself. Much of this wall was rebuilt at the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, and the existing remains of it belong to this period. 18 Its 
exact boundary is difficult to determine, but so far as can be ascertained, 
the wall ran parallel to the river on the west for some little distance 
north from the castle mill, and after turning at an angle in an easterly 
direction turned again to join with the main gateh0use of the castle hard 
by St. Mary's church. It seems that by this time the church itself was 
not regarded as being within the castle enclosure, although it stood 
within the original bailey. This would appear to point to some differ
ence in extent between the castle enclosure in Norman times and in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, by which time considerations of 
privacy, more than defence, made the exclusion of the church desirable.19 

From the Castle Gateway, the wall continued roughly south to a point, 
later marked by the Turret Gateway, from which it ran westwards 
towards the river. 20 \Vith the foundation of the N ewarke hospital and 
church, an outer bailey, later enclosed with a similar wall and connected 
with the original bailey by means of the southern or Turret Gateway, 
was added on the south of the original site. 

Although there ,is no means of knowing for certain whether the 
present structure next to St. Mary's church marks the site of the original 
entrance to the castle or not, it seems most probable that the castle 

17D. L. Min. Ace, 1/3, m. 20d. 
18See below, p. 153-4. There is no evidence to support Mr. Dare's opinion that 

the boundary wall on the west side of the castle, partly exposed in the 
Castle. Gardens, is 'apparently of early thirteenth-century work' (Trans
Leics. Arch. Soc. xiv, x) . This wall is of the' same construction as the 
walls enclosing the Newarke and the wall running from the Turret Gate
way to the river. 

19As Professor Hamilton Thompson informs me, the proper place of St. Mary's, 
both as a parochial and collegiate church, would be outside the inner 
precincts of the castle. There was nothing unusual in such an arrange
ment. 

20m later centuries this area became known as the Castle View, being a distinct 
liberty or district under the jurisdiction of the duchy of Lancaster. Its 
boundaries, as shown on older maps,, seem to coincide with the castle 
precincts. 
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enclosure was entered at or near 
this point. 21 A barbican built 
on ground belonging to the 
canons of St. Mary's22 narrowed 
down the approach, and though 
the exact nature of the barbican 
is not known, 23 it may well have 
been separated by the fosse, with 
a drawbridge, from the inner 
gateway, which consisted of an 
arched structure, part timber and 
part stone, protected by heavy 
timber doors, 24 and with one or 
rnor,e rooms above. In view of 
the evidence concerning the 
destruction of the gateway by 

The castle Gateway fire and its reconstruction, 
in the next century, it seems 

clear that far tnore timber than stone was used in its construction. 
There is evidence for the building of a house or chamber above the 
castle gate in 1332, 25 while a series of apartments was erected nearby 
at a later date. 

Within the enclosure the main buildings of the castle were built 
around a square court. At the far side of the court stood the hall, 
running north to south roughly parallel to the river. Although many 
of its original features have been removed or obscured, sufficient remains 
to ,indicate its main features : an oblong building, 84 ft. in length and 
58 ft. wide, with walls of Dane Hills sandstone 4¼ ft. thick, 26 con
consisting of a nave and aisles of six bays, divided by arcades of timber; 
the floor was at ground level and there was no basement. 27 Some of the 
orig,inal columns supporting the high-pitched roof have been removed, 
and those which have apparently survived are obscured by the alterations 
made in the last century; one of the timber capitals is preserved in the 
building, and the open rafters help to give an idea of the original 

21The present position of the gateway is probably a result of the exclusion of 
St. Mary's. According to Thompson, the original entrance was some 
little distance outside the present gateway. 

22They received an annual rent of 3s. for the site. 
23The term barbican is a .very general one, applied to almost any kind of 

additional defence in front of a gatehouse, ranging from an elaborate 
outer gate to a mere pair of converging external walls. 

24Usually referred to as magnae portae castri. 
25Warrant to· Wm. de Bagworth, receiver of Leicester, dated 22 May, 1332, 

ordering him to have constructed 'la chambre outre la porte de nostre 
Chaste! de Leic' sicome nous le vous auouns devisez' (D. L. Misc. 9 / 4, 
m. 7) ; and a further warrant on the same subject, dated 10 Aug. 1332 
(Ibid. m. 8). 

26These are modern measurements. 
27There !lte now a number of modern cells and vaulted passages beneath the 

floor. 
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appearance of the roof, 28 which 
~n the fourteenth century was 
covered first with shingles, and 
later with Swithland slates. 29 

The ,entrance was probably in 
the southern-most bay of the 
eastern wall, and there is evi
dence for the erection of a 
wooden chamber or porch near 
fo the door in 1377-78, and for 
the making of two wooden 
scr,eens, presumably used for 
dividing the entry passage from 
the main body of the hall. 30 A 
large bay window or oriel31 

provided light near the upper 
(north) end of the hall, where the 
dais and the lord's table would be; 

Roof timbers in castle hall 

143 

there were six smaller windows in the wall of the west aisle facing the 
river, 32 two or more in the south wall, 33 and possibly others_M Although 
no trace or mention of one is found, the existence of a fireplace or open 
hearth in the hall is suggested by an order authorizing wood from 

28The modern plaster covering these rafters was removed in 1929 (Trans. Leics. 
Arch. Soc. xvi, x). The const!'uction of the roof is interesting, its main 
features being described by Miss Wood as follows: ' ... some of the existing 
roof is ancient and may be original in the case of the tie-beams and struts. 
The ties have chamfered under-edges, and apparently rested on square 
timber piers to which they were also bound by struts. Other struts stand· 
on the tie-beams themselves to support the principal rafters ... ' (Arch. 
Journal, xcii, 190-1). A drawing of the interior of the hall as it was in 
1821 (frontispiece to Thompson's Leicester Castle} shows the roof con
struction and the square piers and gives some idea of the position of the 
capitals. 

29In 1313-14, 1,600 shingles were made from timber and put on the hall (D. L. 
Min. A cc. 1 / 3, m. 20) ; in 1323-24, 400 new shingles as well as some old 
ones were used (Min. Acc. (Gen. Ser.) 1147-20, m. 1) ; in 1377-78 2,000 
slates were purchased from Swithland at 3s. ld.. a thousand, including 
cartage to the castle, and were put on the hall by Philip Sclater and Thomas 
Whytte, with their servants (D. L. Min. Acc. 212/3247, m. 5). 

30Details of the carpenters' wages are included in the receiver's account (Ibid.) 
31In 1377-78 six big boards were purchased from Thomas de Beby of Leicester 

pro magna fenestra aule (Ibid. 212/3247, m. 4); in 1444-45 boards were 
bought pro quodem oriall' ad finem aule iuxta cameram principis inde 
reparandi (Ibid. 212/ 3260). A good example of an oriel may be seen at 
Newark-on-Trent. 

32These are mentioned in the survey of 1578. Of these original windows, one 
remains near the south end of the wall of the west aisle; it is 'flat pointed, 
with plain jambs, and a head adorned by a single chevron band. The 
jambs have been renewed in brick' (Clark, op. cit. ii, 187). 

33The original south wall remains and contains two tall chevron windows, much 
restored, possibly in their original position, with a third and smaller 
window above, also round-headed but plain, near the apex of the gable. 

34The reconstruction of the east aisle has removed all traces of original windows, 
if any existed, on that side. The round-headed window in the north 
wall, the base of which appears to be original, is modern. 
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Leicester forest for the hall and 
chamber in 1380.35 From behind 
the dais at the upper end 
of the hall stairs led to the 
great chamber, 36 itself with its 
own window37 and fireplace38 and 
with a cellar or storage room, 
probably below. Whereas the 
hall formed the communal living 
room and dormitory for the 
majority of the castle residents, 
the great chamber afforded pri
vacy for the lord and his family 
and guests. It was also the 
nucleus of a suite of other 
private apartments; a later sur-

North end of castle hall vey mentions two large chambers 
and four other chambers at the 

end of the hall, 39 and the existence of another adjacent block of living 
apartments and offices, lying to the north and built at a right angle to 
the hall on the site of the present Castle House and its garden, is 
indicated by the, number of rooms associated with particular persons 
mentioned in the accounts from titne to time.'40 

Forming part of these domestic buildings was the castle chapel. 41 

As already stated, the church of St. Mary served as the chapel in the 
early days of the castle; but, apparently from the beg,inning, St. Mary's 
w:as also a parish church and at an early date a collegiate establishment 
with a dean and seven canons. It is accordingly no surprise to find 
evidence for the existence of a separate chapel within the main fabric 
of the castle, ,intended for the private use of the lord and his immediate 
household.42 The extant receiver's accounts for 1313-14 and 1322-24 

, 35Mandate to Robert de Swillington, chief keeper of the chase of Leicester, to 
have handed over to Rande de Tynneslowe, ussher de nostre sale, sufficient 
wood for fuel 'sibien pur noz sale et chambre come ensement pur nostre 
esquillerie et cousine a toutes les foiz qil busoignera pur la demoert de 
nous et de nostre houstel a Leycestre' (John of Gaunt's Reg. 1379-83, i. 
125-6). 

36magna camera ad finem aule. There are indications of a blocked doorway on 
the external face of the north wall. 

37In 1377-78 John Wryth was paid for making a pyler for the window of the great 
chamber at the end of the hall (D. L. Min. Acc. 212/3247, m. 4). 

3BRentals and Surveys (Gen. Ser.) 10 / 11, m. 2. 39Jbid. 
40The best example is the receiver's account for 1377-78. 4lcapella castri. 
42Professor Hamilton Thompson tells me that this was quite a normal arrange-

ment and instances several parallel cases : at Windsor, there was a chapel 
which formed part of the main building in the inner ward of which St. 
George's Hall was the central feature, quite distinct from the chapel in 
tne outer ward which was developed as St. George's Chapel; in the Tower 
of London, there was the royal chapel of St. John in the White Tower 
and, in an outer ward, the garrison chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula; at 
Berkeley, where the parish church stands just outside the castle precincts, 
the chapel forms part of the hall block. 
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contain an annual fee of 66s. 8d. paid to the chaplain celebrating divine 
service in the castle chapel, while the receiver-general's accounts under 
John of Gaunt record payments to various chaplains and the duke's 
confessor, who presumably travelled with the household from place to 
place, as did also the chapel ornaments. In 1377-78, a slot, a bolt and 
two iron staples were bought for the door of the chapel in the castle, 
and a rope for the chapel bell costing 3}d. This same year, four boards 
called 'waynscotts' and 260 nails called 'bordnaylls' were purchased 
and John the Carpenter and lfhomas Joyner were employed to make 
with them a tomb in the lord's chapel and two small benches. 

Next door to the chapel stood the dancing-chamber, 43 first men~ 
tioned in 1377-78, when seven 'thakboards', costing Id. each, a louver
cord costing 3d., a pair of iron hinges and hooks costing 8d., and 200 
spike-nails and 260 board-nails costing ls. lOd., were bought for the 
making of a new window in the dancing-chamber. Here was the scene 
of song and dance, with minstrelsy and pageantry scarcely surpassed in 
the royal household itself. 44 That the dancing-chamber formed a 
central feature of the domestic buildings is suggested by the proximity 
of the apartment referred to ,in the fifteenth century as the queen's 
chamber,45 and probably to be identified with the countasse chambre. 
which was extensively repaired in the year when the dancing-chamber 
is first mentioned. 46 

Closely associated with the hall, and lying approximately at its 
southern end (that is, on the left hand facing the hall) was a group of 
offices which may be conveniently referred to as the kitchen block. Thus 
the plan followed the almost invariable rule which put the solar and 
cellar block at one end of the hall and the kitchen or service block at 
other, and from this it can be safely assumed that access to the hall from 
these offices would be throug;h one or more doorways in the screens at the 

43le daunsyngchambre. The receiver's account for 1444-45 includes the cost 
of removing a lead gutter 'inter capellam et cameram vocatam le daun
syngechaumbre' (D. L. Min. Acc. 212/3260). 

440n the retention of minstrels in the Lancastrian household see Kelly, Notices 
of Leicester, 124 et seq. The mayoral accounts include occasional gifts 
to minstrels at the castle (Leics. Bar. Ree. i,260; ii, 109, 148, 171, etc.) 

45The receiver's account for 1433-34 includes details of extensive repairs to the 
camera Regine and also to the chamber between the queen's chamber and 
the dancing-chamber (camera inter cameram Regine et le Daunsyng 
chambre) (D. L. Min. Acc. 212/3252). In 1444-45 roofing repairs were again 
carried out to the latter apartment and a stone wall between the queen's 
chamber and the dancing-chamber was repaired (Ibid. 212/3260). 

46Altogether, materials and labour expended on this apartment in 1377-78 cost 
£2 3s. 9d., made up as follows: 3½ qrs. of lime including cartage to 
Leicester, at ls. ld. a qr. : 3s. 9½d.; 2,000 slates bought from John Bowe
man, with cartage from Swithland, at 3s. ld. a thousand : 6s. 2d.; wages 
of John of London holing and repairing slates by contract : ls. 9d. ; wages 
of Philip Sclater with his servant, for 11 days at 10d. a day : 9s. 2d. ; 
likewise of Thomas Whyte with his servant: 9s. 2d.; wages of John the 
Carpenter for 1 day: 7d.; wages of John of London holing and repairing 
old tiles by contract : ls. 5½d. ; 20 coombes of clay : ls. 8d. ; 400 laths 
3s. 4d. ; 6,000 slate pins : ls. 6d.; 2,500 'stonnaylls• (used for stone laths) : 
4s. 8d. ; 100 spike-nails : 6d. 
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John of Gaunt's cellar 

or pitchers used for bringing 

south end. 47 The following are 
the domestic offices to which 
references have been found : the 
kitchen, a tiled or slated building, 
with ·its own :firepface and louver, 
equipped with dressing-tables for 
preparing meat, spits and other 
utensils required for cooking; 48 

the buttery, already mentioned, 
with its · facilities for . receiving 
and storing wine; 49 the pantry 
with its bins for storing bread;50 

the bakehouse where the bread 
was baked;51 the scullery dealing 
with the plates, dishes and 
kitchen utensils;52 the larder 
with its storage facilities; 53 

the ewery where the ewers, 
water for washing the hands, were 

47There are traces of a doorway in the south wall of the hall, probably replacing 
,the original doorway to the kitchen. 

4Bcoquina. In 1313-14 laths, tiles, nails and lime were bought for the rep<1ir of 
the kitchen and the long chamber (D. L. Min. A cc . 1 / 3, m. 20). The 
account for 1377-78 contains full details of the cost of making a chimney 
or fireplace (caminus) in the kitchen, and mentions a louver, the repair of 
dressing-tables, the making of a spit, and the use of Swithland slates for 
repairing .the roof (Ibid. 212 / 3247, m. 4-5). A warrant authorizing the 
supply of fuel for the kitchen and scullery in 1380 is contained in John of 
Gaunt's Reg. 1379-83, i, 125-6. In 1441-42 two stone buttresses were 
erected to the kitchen (D. L. Min. Acc. 212/3257). 

49The butler had to keep a proper account of his vintage. This is shown by a 
letter from the duke in 1382 to John de Norfolk, treasurer of his house
hold, instructing him to allow certain items in the next account of Wm. 
Overbury, his butler, one of these items being in respect of 'deux tonelx de 
vin de Gascoigne par nous donez a nostre treschere et bien amee damoy
selle Amye de Melbourne lun envoiez de nostre chastel de Leycestre et 
lautre envoie de nostre chastel de Tuttebury' (John of Gaunt' s Reg. 
1379-83, i, 221-2). The duke frequently gave presents of wine to his 
friends. 

50The list of dead-stock in 1322-23 includes 'j granarium in panetria pro pane 
imponendo' . In 1377-78, carpenters were employed to mend the bin in the 
pantry (D. L. Min. Acc. 212 / 3247, m. 4). 

51Pistrinum. A new oven was built in the bakehouse in 1377-78 at a total cost 
of £1 16s. 2d. For this purpose 2 cart loads of stone were bought at 
Baseford (Basford, Notts.) and another load, costing ls. 2d. with cartage 
included, at Swithland (Ibid. m. 5). 

S2squillerye. Derived from escuelerie. O.F. The lock and key of the scullery 
· were mended in 1377-78 (Ibid. m. 4). 

53Zardaria. An illu~tration of the large quantities of food handled by this 
department is ii warrant, d<1ted 29 Sept., 1380, ordering Wm. de Sp<1igne, 
keeper of fees and franchises in Lincolnshire, to have 2,000 stocfish, 
bought by him for the duke's use at the town of St. Botolph (Boston), 
carried to Leicester castle, and handed over to the lardener there (John of 
Gaunt's Reg. 1379-83, i, 132) . 
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kept;54 the saucery,55 spicery, 56 and chandlery,57 containing the stocks 
of condiments, spices and candles respectively required by the estab
lishment. It w.as in connection with the kitchen block that the finely
constructed cellar, which c.an still be seen at the south end of the hall; 
was used. It doubtless formed a basement underneath, or beyond, the 
kitchen and its offices, and had a doorway, recently opened up, at the 
north end, steps from which led to the hall. 58 Thompson's identification 
of this cellar with the castle prison or dungeon at this period is not 
correct. 59 

Another group of buildings had to do with the administration of 
the lord's estates and the exercise of his judicial rights. The steward 
of the honor had his own room or office, 60 and so had the receiver. 61 

The existence of a treasury at the castle seems to indicate that the 
duke's favourite dwelling-places were also the headquarters of his chief 
financial official, probably with a body of cler,ical assistants; 62 it acted 
also as a strong-room for money63 and valuab~es, and as a muniment 
room for charters, account-rolls and other important documents. 64 The 
chief forester had a house near the castle. 65 Here also was the castle 
prison with its prison house, quite distinct from the town and county 

54ewerye. A lock, a key, two hinges and two hooks were bought for the door 
and window of the ewery in 1377-78 (D.L. Min. Acc. 212/3247, 111. 4). 

sssalsaria. A lock and key were bou,ght for the door of the saucery, and the 
hinges and hooks repaired, in 1377-78 (Ibid.) 

56ipycery. The door of the spicery was repaired, and a lock and key purchased 
for the same, in 1377-78 (Ibid.) Repairs 'desuper le spycery infra castrum' 
were carried out in 1433-34 (Ibid. 212 / 3252). 

57le chaunderye. John Long, slater, and his servant were paid for working on 
the chandlery in 1377-78, when its door and lock were also mended (Ibid. 
212 / 3247, Ill. 4) . 

san also has a doorway at the other end. This va ult, measuring 50 ft. by 18 ft. 
approx. is built of excellent ashlar, slightly four-centred, and is usually 
described as John of Gaunt's cellar. 

59Thompson, Leicester Castle, 44-49. 
60The camera senescalli super magnas portas was re-roofed in 1439-40 (D. L. Min. 

· Acc. 212/3255). , 
61His account often includes items for office requisites, such as parchment, 

writing materials and canvas to make bags to keep money in. 
62John of Gaunt's Reg. 1379-83, i, xxix. 
63Money was frequently transferred to other treasuries, the receiver claiming 

appropriate expenses . E.g. 1313-14 : 'Et vs. vjd. in lxx libris argenti 
cariandis vsque Kenillworth per ij parcellas hoe anno cum j equo con
ductivo ad id.em'. 

64A copy of charters and muniments concerning the lands of Henry duke of 
Lancaster, and his ancestors, found in the treasury (thesaurum) of the 
castle of Kenilworth, and of tli e castles of Leicester, Tutbury, Boling
broke, and elsewhere is contained in D. L. Misc. Bks. 11, fo. 17 
et seq. Details of the cost of packing and transporting records from 
Leicester to London for the purpose of making the great cowcher are 
contained in the receiver-general's account for 1402 (D. L. Acc. Var. 4/2). 

65mansio iitxto castrum. This was re-thatched in 1377-78 at a total cost of 
3s. 3d., made up as follows : purchase of one load of straw, ls. 3d.; wages 
of Robert Hod, 'thaker', for 2 days at 5d. a day, 10d.; likewise of William 
Bedford his servant, at 4d. a day, 8d.; likewise of Rose Buntyng drawing 
the straw, at 3d. a day, 6d. 
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gaols. 66 Lastly, there were various stables67 and miscellaneous buildings, 
the remaining space within the enclosure being taken up by gardens. 68 

The castle mill stood on the river to the north-west, just below the 
castle. 69 

A side-light upon the furnishings and effects belonging to the castle 
is provided by an iinventory of 'dead-stock' accounted for by the castle 
porter when the castle was in the king's hand in 1322-23. 70 That the 
list contains nothing elaborate should cause no surprise, for medieval 
furnishings were generally extremely meagre and simple, even in 
wealthy baronial households. A translation of the items of the inven
tory is as follows, explanatory notes being added in brackets : 2 tables 
with a pair of trestles, 6 fixed tables, a cupboard, 12 benches, 7 pairs of 
trestles (trestle tables ,and benches wer·e the usual furniture of the hall), 
a long folding chair or seat, a screen, 4 iron posts for the hangings of a 
bed (presumably for the lord's chamber), a counting table (used by the 
receiver, and possibly indicating a system of counting similar to that 
used in the royal exchequer), a bin in the pantry for putting bread in, 
2 joists for putting casks on (probably in the buttery}, 3 casks of putrid 
wine of no value, 3 boilers fixed in the fireplace (presumably in the 
kitchen), 3 old cooking-pots, 5 dressing-tables for preparing meat, 2 
mortars with pestles (all kitchen equipment), 80 Estriche boards (timber 
coming from Norway or the Baltic), 600 shingles, a large basket, 4 pairs 
of fetters, 4 boards in the larder for a dressing table (or perhaps cup
board), 4 thick planks, 2 boards in the bakehouse, 2 old mill stones with 
other mill gear, 6 chests for putting the toll in, 2 chests in the wind
mills, along with their other equipment. 

It is unfortunate that no other extant inventories of this kind are 
known, especially since the local accounts furnish so little information 

66The castle prison is first mentioned in the borough accounts in 1298. Thompson 
confuses it with the county gaol. The subject is well treated by Billson in 
his Medieval Leicester, 41 et seq. In 1313-14 laths, nails and ridge-tiles were 
bought for covering and mending the chamber next to the stable and the 
prison house (D. L. Min. Acc. 1/3, m. 20). Ten years later extensive 
repairs were carried out to the chamber or house above the prison (camera 
ultra prisonam) (Min. Acc. (Gen. Ser.) 1147 /20, m. 1). 

67There were several of these, referred to by different names at different periods : 
e.g. the big stable, the small stable, the lord's stable, etc. Some were 
evidently wooden buildings with thatched roofs. 

6BThere were two gardens within the castle enclosure : the old garden and the 
new garden, In 1323-24, 6 perches of hedge were niade round the new 
garden below the castle opposite the mill because the wall had fallen 
down, and :in the same year 11½ perches of wall were built round the 
grange and the old garden. There is a later reference to the lord's 
herbary (herbarium domini). 

69Full details of the construction of a new water-mill, costing £6 10s. 9½d., are 
contained in the receiver's account for 1377-78. With stone foundations, 
the mill was a timber structure with a thatched roof. The mill gear 
was made on the spot, and the mill stones were purchased. 

70mortuum staiirum. For the text of the original Latin see Leics. Arch. Soc. 
Trans. ::x:ix, 250-1. 
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on this _subject. 71 This is doubtless partly explained by the fact that 
the. vanous. ~ousehold departments carried much of their effects and 
e~mpment _Mt_h them from one residence to another. A good illustra
tion of this 1s the mandate, dated 17 June, 1381, 72 to William de 
Cheselden, the receiver oLLeicester, ordering him to send two 'stan
dards'73 and silver plate in his custody in the sacristy of Leicester74 to 
the treasurer of the duke's household at Pontefract, and also to defray 
from his receipt the cost of the carriage of the duke's great wardrobe 
and chapel (that is, the contents of the chapel, especially the sets of 
vestments) with all its ornaments, :as well as certain wines to be indi
cated by the duke's valet of the cellar. 75 

This recital of buildings and effects naturally leads to some account 
of their use and of the castle's place in fourteenth-century history. As 
a private fortification,. the castle's efficacy was never put to the test 
during this period. In fact, only twice did the possibility that the 
castle might have to be defended arise: the first, during the troublous 
period of earl Thomas's rebellion, 76 and the second in 1381 following 
the destruction of the Savoy, another of John of Gaunt's favourite 
residences, by the peasants. On the former occasion, Edward II's 
army ,nought considerable devastation on the demesne lands and 
pastures attached to the castle and on the neighbourhood generally, but 
there is no evidence that the castle itself was involved. 77 . On the latter 
occasion, the Leicester chronicler, Knighton, records that amid the 
alarm occasioned by the peasants' risings, the duke's wardrobe 
treasures were carted from the castle to the abbey for safe-keeping, but 
that the abbot dared not admit them and the waggons returned to the 

71The references found concern the making of wooden stools, and of trestle tables 
for the room of the lady Katherine and Richard de Beverley, the repair 
of the lady Katherine's bed, .and the making of a stool for the little 
Katherine-all in 1377-78. 

72The reason for this order was no doubt the threat of the rebels to attack 
Leicester. Professor Hamilton Thompson has pointed out that the date 
is three days after the sack of the Savoy by the peasants, and the murder 
of the a rchbishop and the treasurer. 

73Professor Thompson suggests these were probably movable cupboards for 
carrying plate. 

74There is the possibility that this was the sacristy of the Newarke college, of 
which Cheselden was for many years a canon and afterwards dean. 

75'Porce que par lavys de nostre conseil eions ordenez nostre houstel destre a 
Pontefreyt pur un certein temps, vous mandons que les deux standardz 
ove vessel dargent esteantz en vostre garde deinz la revestrie de Leycestre 
facez envoier a nostre chastelle de Leycestre susdit a le tresorer de nostre 
houstel. Et volons que des issues de vostre receite facez faire les 
coustages de meisme le cariage ensemblement et pur le cariage de nostre 
grant garderobe et de nostre chapelle ove touz les ornementz, et. de 
certeins noz vyns, come Thomas vallet de nostre celler vous savera dire, 
jesqes au nostre dit chaste! de Pountefreyt...• (John of Gaunt's Reg. 
1379-83, i, 175). 

76Referred to in the ministers' accounts as tempus turbationis. 
77For evidence of devastation in Leicester and Castle Donington (another 

Lancastrian castle and manor) by Edward II's ar,my during the baronial 
struggle see Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc, xix, 209-211. 
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church of St. Mary de Castro. 78 This incident points to the castle's 
unpreparedness for an assault, and confirms what has already been said 
concerning its primary use as a residence at this time. 

The castle was not of course continuously occupied by the lord and 
his household, for although a money economy was being increasingly 
used by the Lancastrian household, iit was still necessary for the lord 
to move about from one centre to. another eating .up the produce of his 
estates. The borough accounts provide useful evidence on this aspect 
of residence, for the borough authorities always found it politic to make 
pre5ents to the lord and his suite, and to his visitors, when at the castle. 
Though little is heard of earl Thomas in this respect, the mayoral 
accounts represent earl Henry as a heavy charge upon the borough, 
especially during the last fifteen years of his life (1330-45), 
most of which were spent at Leicester. 79 The numerous presents to 
duke Henry also indicate frequent residence at the castle and an even 
more intimate relationship with the borough. 80 John of Gaunt was 
much mor,e itinerant, but on the whole his favourite dwelling-places 
for any length of time seem to have been Leicester, Kenilworth and the 
Savoy so long as it was possible. 81 

The household which occupied the castle from time to time was a 
complicated and costly organization, with a very numerous personnel. 82 

Besides his own family, the lord had a large retinue of knights and 
squiires, with a hierarchy of officials ahd servants of all kinds, all of 
whom had to be paid and fed, and these were augmented at any given 
time by varying numbers of guests. Edward I, Edward II, Queen 
Isabella and Edward III all visited the castle, their visits being marked 
by the bestowal of special gifts and hospitality and by lavish pageantry 
and entertainment at the castle; fuller details can be found in Kelly's 
Royal Progresses. How costly was the upkeep of such an establish
ment is indicated by the extant accounts for 1313-14, when nearly 
£8,000 was spent on household expenses; it was little wonder that 
Thomas of Lancaster acquired such a reputation for riches. 83 That 
Leicester tradesmen benefited is shown by a list giving details of fish, 
pigs, meat, hay, sheep and wine purchased for this year. 84 Under John 
of Gaunt the splendour and magnitude of the household vied with that 
of the king himself, and hunting parties such as that described by 
Knighton in 1390, when the king and queen .and the greatest lords and 
ladies in the land were at the castle, represented the height of luxury 
and display. 85 · 

78Knighton, Chronicon, ii, 143. 
79Leics. Bor. Ree. ii, xix-xx. BOJbid. ii, xx. 
81It is possible to compile from dated documents in John of Gaunt's Register 

a list of his periods of residence at Leicester castle. 
82For most interesting details see Baldwin's article already cited, English 

Historical Review, xiii, 180-200; also the introduction to the printed 
volumes of John of Gaunt's Register. 

83It was said at the time that no duke or count of the Holy Roman Empire could 
. levy from his lands such revenue (Auctor Malm. (R.S.) 181). 
84D. L. Min. Acc. 1 / 3, m. 21. B5Knighton, Chronicon, ii, 313. 
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But the castle represented more than princely extravagance. It 
stood as the perpetual symbol of the lord's authority over the borough. 
In witness of this, ,it was customary for the mayor, after his election; 
to go to the castle and swear an oath of allegiance before the lord's 
steward, an occasion accompanied by a costly dinner provided by the 
mayor for the steward and receiver. 86 A d~tailed procedure for this 
oath ceremony was laid down at the beginning of the seventeenth cen
tury, 87 and with the exception of the famous occasion in 1766 when the 
mayor refosed to acknowledge the superior authority of the duchy of 
Lancaster in this way, 88 this ceremony was repeated year by year until 
the castle passed from the duchy to the county justices in 1888. 

The castle also served as the permanent headquarters of the midland 
portion of the ho nor of Leicester. 89 From it the steward supervised the 
lord's interests, exercising general control over the bailiwicks and 
demesne manors of the honor (Leicester, Hinckley , Desford and Earl 
Shilton), putting into effect the orders of the lord or his council, and 
holding courts on his behalf. Here the receiver·had his office of receipt, 
to which the local offioials of the honor rendered their accounts and 
from which disbursements were made. Here also the lord's itinerant 
auditors sat at least once a year90 to audit the accounts of the receiver, 
and the local bailiffs and reeves who were summoned to attend for the 
occasion. 91 All records relating to the honor were kept at the castle. 
The three-weekly court for the tenants of the honor was still held at 
the castle, and was used as a court of record where charters and grants 
were witnessed. To the prison at the castle malefactors taken in the 
lord's liberty were sent and kept till trial, 92 and there also stood the 
gallows, the outward symbol of the lord's right to hang thieves taken · 
on his lands .93 

86Leies. Bor. R ee. ii, xxxi, et passim. 87Jbid. iv, 13-14, 95-96. 
88Thompson, History of L eicester, ii, 130. 
89For full details of this aspect of the subject see my monograph referred to 

above. 
90The borough records usually contain items detailing expenses in connection 

· with the auditors' visits : e.g. in 1313-14, 'to Simon de Baldreston and 
' his fellows, auditors of the earl's account, Thurs. next before Christmas, 
bread, wine, beer, hens, ls. 4d. To the same, Tues. before the Assumption 
of the Blessed Mary, bread and wine' . Similar items occur almost yearly. 

91In the Tudor period there was an auditor's chamber at the castle, and although 
no earlier references to it have been found, it may well have existed con-

. siderably earlier. 
92The borough r ecords include a number of cases of escape and other incidents 

concerning the prison: e.g. :in 1298 Gilb. Make leys of Houghton escaped 
from the prison but was recaptured at Houghton and taken back to prison, 
where he died before conviction; in 1305, the prison keeper, when visiting 
the prison, accidentally tripped against the iron door, so that he fell to 
the bottom of the prison and broke his neck; in 1309 three men entered 
the gate of the castle, broke the door of the prison and attacked five 
brothers imprisoned there, actually k illing one of them (Leics. Bor. Ree. 
i, 361, 368., 372, :r73, 376, 377, etc.) 

93The gallows of Leicester served a lso for thieves taken in Nottinghamshire and 
probably Rutland. The borough records include a record of the hanging 
of Will. le Norreys in the court of the earl of Leicester in 1298, for stealing 
25 oxen, bullocks and cows from Worksop park (Ibid.. i, 360). 

l. 
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These fatter aspects of the castle's history deserve much more 
attention than they have hitherto received, for whereas when the castle's 
use as the residence of a powerful feudatory ceased, it continued for 
centuries to be used as the administrative office of extensive estates, 
whilst its use as a court of justice has been perpetuated to the present 
day. 
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III 

DECLINE AND DECAY 
WITH the accession of John of Gaunt's son and heir, Henry of Boling
broke, to the throne of England as Henry IV, the Lancastrian 
possessions, including the horror and castle of Leicester, became an 
appanage of the Crown. Local writers have rightly regarded this as 
an important turning-point in the castle's history, for after 1399 the 
castle ceased to be a ducal residence and its importance gradually 
declined. Its former prestige was from time to time revived; Henry 
IV and Henry V occasionally stayed there, the famous Parliament of 
Bats in 1426 assembled in the castle hall, Henry VI, Edward IV and 
Richard III were also visitors;1 but these were rare occasions, unequal 
in their splendour to the glory of the days of John of Gaunt. 

The popular idea that the castle fell into disuse and decay imme
diately after the duke's death does, however, require correction, for 
there is evidence that it was not until the second half of the fifteenth 
century that Leicester began to share the neglect common to the majority 
of other royal castles. During the first half of the century, hardly a 
year passed without some appreciable expenditure on the castle fabric; 
but unfortunately the receiver did not always give details of the actual 
work done in his accounts, being content often either \'iith a general 
heading and total cost or with a summary of castle repairs along with 
those of property in the town. Thus, for example, an outlay of £ 18 
13s. 3d. in 1412-13 was accounted for by the repair of divers houses 
within the castle and town, the repair of a stable within the castle, the 
making of a new pillory in the Saturday market, and the repair of two 
ovens and a water-mill below the castle. 2 Again, in 1418-19, a sum of 
£18 19s. 2½d. was spent on the repair of houses within the castle, the 
upkeep of the ovens and shops in the market and the mills. 3 On the 
other hand, details of great interest are sometimes given. For example, 
between 1417 and 1419 a sum of £28 12s. 10d. was spent on the repair of 
the new stone wall of the mew yard (le miweyerd) outside the castle4 

and in 1418-19 a stone wall four ashlars in height, was built outside the 
castle between the cemetery and the herbary at a cost of £9 5s. S½d. 5 

That wall-building on a fairly extensive scale was being undertaken 
about this"time is further indicated by the expenditure of £22 16s. l½d. 
in 1422-23 in connection with the rep~ir of the new stone wall on the 
south side of the castle and extending it from the other new stone wall 
there as far as the gates of the castle facing the new college of the 
blessed Mary. 6 These walls can be identified in a general way with the 

lFull details of the royal visits can be found in Kelly's Royal Visits. 
2D. L. Min. Acc. 212/3249, m. 5d. 3Ibid. 212/3250,m. 5. 
4'super reparacione noui muri lapid' de le Miweyerd extra castrum'. 
5'in diversis custibus misis et expensis factis circa facturam muri lapid' extra 

castrum inter cimiterium et herbagium in altitudine iiij asshelers'. The 
heading reads : Custus noui muri lapid' extra castrum ex parte australi 
cimitarii. 

G Ibid. 212 / 3251. 
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existing late medieval walls along 
the south-east and south-west 
sides of St. Mary's churchyard, 
the wall joining the south corner 
of the churchyard to the Turret 
Gateway, and the wall running 
from the gateway to the river; but 
in the evidence at prese11t avail
able there are difficulties which 
make individual identifications 
doubtful. It is clear, however, 
that these walls mentioned 
in the accounts were new 
boundary walls built in con
nection with the enclosure of 
the N ewarke foundation, and 

Turret Gateway it was in the same year, 1422-23,7 

that the southern or Turret 
Gatehouse connecting the N ewarke and original castle enclosures 
was built. 8 This gatehouse was comparatively small, having an arched 
entrance passage and lodge, ,vith a portcullis chamber and other rooms 
on the upper floor and flanked on the south side by small, angular turrets; 
but although. at present a ruin, only partially preserved, sufficient 
remains to show that it was a well-constructed building, its four-centred 
arches, broad hollo,w moulding and portcullis groove all indicating a 
high level of workmanship. 

In 1433-34 repairs were carried out to the queen's chamber, the 
apartment between this and the dancing-chamber, the Duke of Bed
ford's chamber, the stable and the spicery within the castle. 9 Further 
repairs to unspecified parts of the castle took place between 1437 and 
1439, 10 and the steward's. room over the main entrance was re-roofed 
the following year.11 In 1440-41 the apartment called the 'prynce 
chambre' 12 was repaired and the old building called the wardrobe (le 
wardroppe) next to the king's chamber13 was pulled down; new gates 

7Und,er the heading Custus nave domus voc' le Zatehous details are given of the 
expenditure of £22 17s. 5½d. 'in diversis custibus misis et expei;\sis factis et 
appositis super construccione p.ove domus vocate Zatehous versus novum 
collegium beate Marie ex parte australi castri annex' novo muro lapid' .. .' 

BThe excavations of 1939 included the clearing of the garde-robe pit at the north 
angle of this gatehouse. At the bottom, in a layer of powdered sandstone 
and mortar fragments left by the builders, were found a mason's trowel 
and an earthenware jug, which are thus dated to the early fifteenth cen
tury. These are now preserved in Leicester Museum. 

9]bid. 212/3252. 
lOJbid. 212/ 3253-4. Among the materials purchased were 2,000 flat slates from: 

Swithland, at a cost of 9s. 4d., including carriage to the castle. 
llfbid. 212/3255. The re-roofing cost £9 lls. Od. 
12Repaired again in 1441-42 (Ibid. 212/3257). 
13The ,amera regis was again repaired in 1442°3 (Ibid. 212/3258). 
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were also made for the main 
entrance of the castle from 
timber cut down in the Frith at 
a cost of £3 17s. 4¼d. 14 The gate
way, along with various build
ings near to the entrance, was 
damaged by fire in 1444-45, 
,vhen the chamber above had to 
be renovated with timber and its 
roof repaired, while men were 
employed to clear up the various 
buildings nearby destroyed by 
the fire. 15 More extensive re
construction took place the fol
lowing year, when a large new 
chamber or house at the castle 
entrance was constructed and 
· further repairs were effected, 16 

The Castle Gateway 

(from inside the castle yard) 

1 55 

and two further smaller apartments were added near to the building at 
the entrance in 1446-47 .17 It is most probable that the present gateway 
and house of framed timber standing near to the north door of 
St. Mary's church, bitherto thought to be of Tudor date, can be iden
tified with this mid-fifteenth century reconstruction of the castle gate 
and entrance apartments referred to in the accounts. 18 A further outlay 
of £30 6s. 8½d. on the castle gates, the house attached thereto and the 
chamber above the gates and the house is recorded in 1458-59.19 

Apart from these few larger items, the receiver's accounts cease to 
contribute any details of importance on the subject after the middle of 
the century. Most years still saw some expenditure on the general 
upkeep of the castle buildings, but the amount was frequently small 
and probably inadequate, and was usually included with the repair of 
town property. In fact, it becomes apparent that as the century drew 
to cits close, the castle-with the exception of the 'estate office' rooms 
located there~b~came increasingly neglected and consequently fell into 
a state of disrepair. The last authentic record of its occupation, other 
than by officials of the ·honor, seems to be a letter written by Richard 
III, dated 'from my castle of Leicester', on 18 August, 1483.20 

14Ibid. 212/3256. 15Ibid. 212/3260. 
16Under the heading Custus nave camere ad introitum Castri details are given 

of the expenditure of £19 13s. 2d. on 'totum opus ligneum magne camere 
ad introitum castri ex parte boriali ubi altera camera novo igne combusta 
situata erat et hostia fenestras ac g:radus ligneas ad eandem faciend' 
.. .'. A further £8 16s. Sd. was spent on the repair of the new apartments 
at the castle entrance (Ibid. 212 / 3261). 

17At a cost of £10 Ss. 6d. (Ibid. 212/3262). 
lBMr. Albert Herbert agrees that the architecture of the gateway structure may 

well be of this date. 
19Ib.id. 212/3269. 
20Billson, op. cit. 200; Skillington, op. cit:- 76. 
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But although a story of decline and decay, the castle's later 
history is not without !inter.est, especially since there are several 
extant documents which throw 1ight on some of the problems of plan 
and fabric already ,indicated. The first of these documents belongs to 
the year 1523, when four royal commissioners met at the castle to 
survey the royal property. It is evident that such surveys, or 'views' 
as they are called, were made periodically, for in their report the com
missioners refer to the 'book of view of the faults of the castle' made 
by two other royal commissioners somewhat earlier, and this they 
found correct in every detail. Their report goes on to add that since 
that time the great timbers df the floors of the buttery and the pantry 
had become decayed and rotten and cracked through rain falling daily 
upon them,,and that in consequence the castle was worth £20 less than 
at the previous view. 21 The commissioners added a memorandum that 
a hundred oaks should be taken from Enderby wood for the castle's 
repair, but in view of later evidence as to its condition it seems doubtful 
whether this was done. 

The castle could not have been very impressive in appearance at 
this time; for when the famous antiquary, John Leland, visited Leicester 
about 1536 all he folt disposed to record was that the castle was 'a 
thing of small estimation', with 'no appearance either of high walls 
or ditches', that the existing 'lodgings' had been built, he thought, 
since the barons' war in Henry III's time, and that the castle was 
probably 'much defaced' ,in Henry II's time, when the walls of Leicester 
were defaced. 22 A few years later, probably in 1539, a royal com
missioner who was in Leicester for the purpose of surveying the site of 
the recently-dissolved abbey there, recorded a more useful description 
of the castle in his report. Its buildings, partly of stone and partly 

of timber, stood round a square 
court; there was a large ruinous 
hall in the old style of building, 
with posts in the middle of the 
hous.e, and in great decay; at 

-1. the upper end stairs led to two 

Portion of wooden capital 
preserved in castle hall 

large chambers covered with 
i:J lead and with stone chimneys; 

also, in the same, four old 
chambers for servants, partly 
decayed, of timber and tiled; 
and four chambers with chim
neys, recently built and tiled, 
for the auditor and receiver. 

This mention of these two latter 
officials is a reminder that the 

21See Appendix I. 
22See Appendix II. 
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castle still remained the estate office of the honor. of Leicester, and the 
symbol of the duchy of Lancaster's authority. The assizes continued 
to be held in the hall, 23 and the castle court still met every three 
weeks. 24 At this time the castle yard became increasingly used by the 
townsfolk as a pound for str.ay cattle, 25 a practice which the borough 
authorit,ies sought to discourage by ordinances promulgated in 1503 and 
1519;26 but when certain country bakers in 1533 threatened to come 
into the town against the trade regulations, the bailiff did not hesitate 
to inform them that, if they did so, their horses would be 'sett in the 
castyll', and they themselves punished. 27 It is interesting to note that 
the plan of the castle made in connection with its sale in 1888 shows the 
ex~stence of a pinfold to the south-east of the hall. 

The next evidence belongs to 1578 when Queen Elizabeth appointed 
four commissioners to survey 'the decays and decayed places' of the 
castle with the advice and help of expert artifict;rs and workmen. 28 

They reported that the hall, with its slated roof, was in decay, that the 
woodwork and roof of the stable needed considerable repair, as did also 
the tower over the gatehouse entering the Newarke, while the slated 
kitchen, the auditor's and receiver's chambers all wanted re-pointing. 
W11ether any action was taken by the chancellor and council of the 
duchy on receiving the estimate of the cost of materials and workman
ship required to effect the necessary repairs submitted with this report 
is not known, but judging from the castle's condition in the next reign 
it seems certain that nothing was done. For in 1633 Charles I authorized 
William Heyrick, Esq., to survey and subsequently expose for sale 
certain parts of the castle buildings which had become 'so utterly 
ruinous, useless and irreparable' as to provide a dump of waste materials 
for pilfering, and were fit only to be taken down. 29 Aethe same time, 
he was to reserve such materials as might be useful for the , repair of 
the Castle House, 30 where the records of the honor were kept and the 
audit was formerly held, and its outbuildings, and to submit an estimate 
of the cost of necessary repairs to the same. He was not, however, to 
intermeddle with the vault nor the stairs leading to it. Heyrick's report 
speaks for itself and confirms the neglect of the previous century. The 
details in the survey also make it clear that the so-called Castle House 
was no other than the late medi.eval gatehouse block, which included 
the great gates and the rooms between the gateway and St. Mary's 

23Leics. Bor. Ree. iii, 173. 24Jbid. ii, 265; iii, 255. 
25An earlier example of the use of the castle as a pound occurs in 1322-23 when 

the porter accounted for 67s. Sd. from the ward of cattle and she1:p 
belonging to the vill of Knighton caught upon the demesne lands m 
Leicester and impounded (Min. Acc. (Gen. Ser.) 1146/9, m. 1). 

26Presumably because of the complications which often ar<;>_se reg:i_~ding the 
redemption of the impounded animals (Leics. Bor. Ree. 11,364; m, 12). 

27Jbid. iii, 35. 
28See Appendix IV. .29See Appendix V. 
30This is the earliest mention of the Castle House found so far. The name was 

not apparently in use in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 
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church; 31 this building still largely survives and may be studied at the 
present day. As in the case of the previous commissions there is no 
evidence to show that any repairs were undertaken as a result of the 
survey, and it is not known whether any waste materials were actually 
sold. It appears that at this time the castle and Castle House were in 
the custody of a certain Edward Lake, doctor of law, who secured a 31 
years' lease of the same, along with the offices of constable and porter 
of the castle, on 13 November, 1633, in return for the payment of a 
yea,rly consideration of 6s. Sd. 

Then came: the Civil War. Leicester took the side of Parliament 
against the Crown and in May, 1645, was attacked by Charles I and 
Prince Rupert. 32 In the course of operations, the castle, whose defences 
had been hastily improvised, was captured and further damage possibly 
inflicted on its ruinous fabric. The town surrendered and was fined as 
a punishment, only to be re-captured by Fairfax after the battle of 
N aseby. The policy of confiscation or compulsory sale of the estates 
of the church, and of the Crown and its supporters which followed the 
defeat of the royalists resulted in the compilation of the most useful 
extant survey of Leicester castle, one of the series of Parliamentary 
Surveys made during the Commonwe.alth and Protectorate period. These 
surveys owe their existence to an act of Parliament entitled 'An Act 
of the Commons in Parliament for sale of the Honors, Manors, lands 
heretofore belonging to the late King, Queen and Prince', 33 passed on 
16 July, 1649, which confiscated Crown lands and appointed trustees 
to receive them, and authorized the appointment of surveyor-s to survey 
them with a view to sale. The hono,r of Leicester, with the castle, was 
surveyed forthwith and on 11 April, 1650, was contracted for sale to 
John Saunderson, Esq., of Hedleyhope in co. Durham.34 Full partic
ulars of the sale are set out in the survey, the castle premises including 
the following : the Castle House, the kitchen belonging to the old castle, 
a parcel of ground on the north side of the castle, the mound on the 
south, the ruinous vault with the old piece of wall a:t the west end, the 

31The name Castle House is now applied to the house which was added to the 
north-west of the original gatehouse block about 1800. The impression 
given by Thompson (Leicester Castle, 32) and BiHson (op. cit. 201) that 
the original Castle House has been entirely demolished needs revision. The 
present Castle House is an addition to the old Castle House, and by no 
means a wholesale replacement of it ; the old foundations and stone-built 
cellar under the former suggest, however, that it covers the site of an 
adjunct to the medieval building. It is interesting to note that as late as 
1885, the 1 / 500 O.S. map marks the medieval building as the Castle House. 

32For this aspect of the subject see J. F. Hollings, History of Leicester during 
the Great Civil War (1840). 

33 For the text of the act see Firth & Rait, Acts and Ordinances of the Inter
regnum ii, 168-91. For the general confiscation policy of the Common
wealth see E. M. Leonard, 'The Inclosure of Common Fields in the 
Seventeenth Century', Trans. Roy. Hist. Soc. New Ser., vol. xix, chap. i; 
also the comprehensive study of S. J. Madge, The Domesday of Crown 
Lands, a Study of the Legislation, Surveys, and Sales of Royal Estates 
under the Commonwealth (1938). 

34See Appendix VI. 
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Southgate House, the garden and 
plot adjoining the same, a stable 
at the west end of the Sessions 
Hall and another at the south 
gate, with sundry other tene
ments and cottages. The ha'H 
of the castle, being the Sessions 
Hall, . was apparently not inclu
ded in the sale. In any case, the 
sale was soon nullified, for with 
the restoration of the monarchy 
in 1660 all lands previously 
belonging to the Crown or to the 
church which had been sold by 
the revolutionary governments 
were restored, as were those 
directly confiscated from their 
owners. 35 

present front ( eastern side) 
of the castle hall 
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The castle thus became Crown property again, and in the years 
following the practice of leasing its buildings (excluding the hall) to 
the person holding the office of constable and janitor was continued. 
The lease of Edward Lake having presumably nearly expired, on 13 
March, 1682, Charles II leased the castle buildings for 31 years to Henry 
Dison, Esq., for a yearly rent of £6, along with the office of constable 
and janitor of the castle, which carried with it a fee or gift of £3 Os. 8d. 
a year. This lease was subsequently confirmed by James II on 19 June, 
1686, by William III on 14 April, 1696, and by Queen Anne as Duchess 
of Lancaster on 14 December, 1705.36 So far as later leases are con
cerned, there is a record that in 1781 a oertain Mr. Rogers Ruding, who 
was made constable, renewed a lease from the duchy which had been 
held in succession by his father and elder brother. This specified the 
south gate, the castle house, several tenements, the mound, etc., and 
stipulated for the holding of the sessions in the great hall;37 and there 
are extant several grants to constables of later date. 38 

From the end of the seventeenth century onwards the history of 
the castle centres chiefly on the hall, for, as Cox wrote of the castle in 
his Magna Brittania, 'tho' it has been dismantled and made unfit for 
any warlike matters, yet is of use to the county for the keeping of the 
assizes twice a year'. During the reign of William and Mary the 

35G. N. Clark, The Later Stuarts, 1660-1714, 5; Madge, op. cit. 263. 

36Leicester Museum lYiss., 5D31 & 6D31. For a note on these two leases and a 
translation of the first see Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc. x, 257-8. 

37Nichols, op. cit. iv., pt. i, 72; Clark, op. cit. ii, 185. 
3BThese are in the castle muniment room, the grantees and dates being as 

follows : Slater (1813), Palmer (1814), Munday {1828), Munday (1831), 
Herrick (1838). 
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eastern side of the hall was taken down and replaced by a brick front, 39 

a renovation which completely altered its aspect, and shortly afterwards 
the old kitchen was converted into a coach-house. Apart from its use as 
a court, the hall was occasionally the scene of special functions, such 
as the ball held there in 1722, 40 or the grand concert in connection with 

,,-- . 
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Present plan of castle hall 

the Infirmary musical anni
versary in 1774.41 Such 
functions were po?5ible, 
because although fitted 
up for the holding 
of courts, the interior of 
the hall still remained un
divided, retaining its lofty, 
:;pacious character; 42 but 
early at the beginning of 
the last century it was 
divided into two separate 
courts--a civil and a 
criminal court, with an 
entrance lobby bet'h-een, 
and a grand jury room 
aboveit. 43 'These alterations 

involved the removal or concealment of the ancient timber piers, the 
walling-off of the west aisle (herein is a judge's retiring.room for each 
court) and the re-roofing of the same; while a barristers' room was added 
to the south end of the hall, taking the place of certain outbuildings 
which had either superseded, or formed part of, the original 
kitchen block. About the same time, the old Castle House was added 
to by the modem building now known by that name. In 1832 the 
Turret Gateway was partially destroyed during an election squabble44 

39It has · not been possible to establish the exact year when the brick front was 
built, but in her diary Celia Fiennes refers to 'a new pile of Building all 
of Brick rshe erroneously calls this the Guildhal}l ... where ye assizes are 
kept twice in ye yeare and ye sessions quarterly' (Through England on a 
Side Saddle in the time of William and Mary (188$), 134), Nichols' state
ment that the east side was renovated 'about the middle of the eighteenth 
century' (op. cit. iv, pt. i, 72) accordingly needs to be corrected. Mr. 
Skillington expressed the view that the brick front was built in the early 
part of the eighteenth century, when the use of bricks in Leicester became 
general (op. cit. 133). 

40Thompson prints an advertisement of this ball (Leicester Castle, 30). 
41Thompson, Hist. of Leicester, ii, 156; Johnson, op. cit. 266-7. 
42'The hall .. .is so lofty and spacious, that at the assizes, the courts are so far 

distant from one another, as not to disturb each other' (Goadby, Beauties 
of England, 3rd ed. 1776, ii, 67). 'The remains of the castle are fitted up 
for holding the assizes, and taking the poll at county elections' (Sketch 
of a Tour into Derbyshire and Yorkshire, including part of Buckingham, 
Warwick, Leicester, etc. (London, 1778). 

43Tliompson says this took place in 1821. 
44A drawing of this gateway before this date was made by John Flower an 

engraving of which will be found in the Literary Remains of J. S. H;rdy 
(London, 1852), who lived during the last few years of his life in a house 
in the Newarke and did what he could 'to :Sustain the structure of this 
ancient gateway at his own expense' (Ibid. xxii). · For Hardy's general 
observations on the history of the castle see op. cit. 358-62. 
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and subsequently fell into a very dilapidated condition. 45 Further 
interior alterations to the hall, chiefly affecting the west side, took place 
~n 1858. 46 

Thirty years later, on 26 March, 1888, the county justices pur
chased the castle from the Crown, 47 thus terminating its long connection 
with the duchy of Lancaster. The patent of the constable was revoked, 
and from that date the ancient custom of the mayor taking the oath of 
allegiance at the castle ceased. Sir Frederick Thomas Fowke, Bart., 
was the last constable. Since that time there have been no structural 
alterations of importance, but the justices and county council have 
incurred considerable expenditure in putting and keeping the castle 
buildings ,in repair. The hall still remains the central feature, and at 
the present time is used for the Assizes, the Quarter Sessions, the County 
Court and other judicial functions. The Gate House and Castle House 
are now private residences, and the Turret Gateway is a ruin. The area 
between the castle and the river has in recent years been laid out as a 
public park known as the Castle Gardens, an undertaking much to be 
commended, in that besides providing a delightful open space in the 
centre of the city, it has not only made possible the preservation of th.e 
remains of wall foundations exposed on the south and north-west of the 
castle, but has also served to draw attention to, and enhance, the 
historical ,interest and beauty of the castle site and its remaining 
buildings. 

45The county council undertook certain work to prevent further damage to this 
building, which was endangered by the removal of adjoining fence walls, 
in 1897. 

46Thompson, Leicester Castle, 32. 
4'1Trans. Leics. Arch. Soc. xi, 185-6. The conveyances recording the transaction 

are in possession of the county council. It would appear from a draft 
petition preserved in the castle .muniment room that the purchase of the 
castle had been considered in 1803. 
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APPENDICES 

I 

SURVEY OF LEICESTER CASTLE IN 1523 

The original is in the Public Record Office, D. L. Rentals and 
Surveys 14/ 6, fo. 1. The first paragraph, with some slight differences 
in transcription, was printed by Thompson, Leicester Castle, 23. 

Leyoestr. Memorandum1 the iiijth day of Septembr in the xvth 
yere of the reign of Kyng Henry the viijth [1523], Sir Ric. Sacheverell, 
Knight, Sir John Digby, Knyght, Edmund Knyghtley, Esquire, John 
Burgoyne and Thomas Brokesby, the Kyng's commissioners, were at 
the Castell of Leycestr and there had before them the boke of view of 
the faults of the Castell there taken before -by Maistre Halys and John 
Burgoyne by vertue of the King's commission; which (boke of) 2 defauts 
(they fynde in) 2 concernyng the said Castell is true in every pointe. 
And memorandum that sithe that tyme the great tymbr of the ffioures 
of the said Buttrye and pantrie be sore decayed and be rotten and 
cracked by reason of rayne daylie falling upon them. So that the said 
Castell ys wers now then it was at the last view by xxti bi. 

Memorandum a warrant to be gotten out of Enderby woods for C 
okes for reparacions of the said Castell. 3 

[The commissioners viewed the common ovens within the town of 
Leicester.] 

Item the said commissioners viewed the castell oven over and 
besides the said v comen ovens wich is well repeyred. 

[The remainder of the survey deals with Leicester Forest.] 

II 

JOHN LELAND'S DESCRIPTION OF LEICESTER CASTI;E 
circa 1536 

The text below is taken from L. Toulmin Smith's edition of 
Leland's Itinerar:Y., vol. i, 15. 

The castelle standing nere the west bridge is at this tyme a thing of 
smaul estimation : and there is no apparaunoe other of high waulles or 
dikes. So that I think that the lodginges that now be there were made 
sins the tyme of the Barons War in Henry the 3. tyme; and great like
lihod there is that the castelle was much defaced in Henry the 2. time, 
when the waulles of Leircester were defaced. 

1In transcribing this and other documents below, some abbreviations have been 
extended, and punctuation and capitals inserted. 

2Deleted in MS. 
3A note inserted: Md. the tymbr' to be taken by copies. 
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III 

DESCRIPTION OF LEICESTER CASTLE circa 1539 

This description is included with a view or survey of the situdtion 
of the late monastery of St. Mary de Pratis at Leicester. '!"he original 
is in the Public Record Office, Renta:ls and Surveys (General Serfos), 
portfolio 10/11, m.2. 

The Castell of Leycester standyth in the town buylded about ,a 
square court parte tymber and part stone. There ys a great large 
ruynouse hall after the olde buyldyng with postes in the mydyst of the 
house, and in great dekey. And at the upper end of the same stayrres 
leydyng to two large chaumbers with chymneys of stine and coveryd 
with leyd, and in the same iiij or olde chaumberes for servantes, partly 
dekeyd, of tymber and tyelled. Apd iiij0 r chaumbers with chymneys 
late buylded with tymber and tyelleo for the Audytor and Resseyvor. 
[Then follows the survey of Leicester abbey.]4 

IV 

SURVEY OF LEICESTER CASTLE IN 1578 

The original is in the Public Record Office, D. L. Special Com
missions, 273. 

By commission, given under the duchy seal, 24th February, 20 
Elizabeth (1578), Thomas Jones, John Harwar, Edmond Abney and 
Stephane Harvey were commissioned to view and survey the decays 
and decayed places within the Castle of Leicester as well within the 
Lodge and pale belonging to the Baron [Barn] Park adjoining the Forest 
of Leicester. These commissioners were to avail themselves of the 
advice of expert artificers and workmen wit:h a view to estimating 
the cost of necessary repairs .and submitting a report on their 
findings to the chancellor and council of the duchy of Lancaster. 

Certificate : 
The Certificate of Thomas Johne [sic] and Stephane Harvey, com

myssioners appoynted by vertue of her maiesties commyssion 
under ye seale of her highnes court of ye Duchie of Lancastr 
to them and others directed herunto annexed touching the 
survey and viewe of ye decaies and decayed places aswell 
within ye Castell of Leicestr in ye Countie of Leicestr as of ye 
lodge within ye fforest of Leicestr wherein one Henry Cater 
dwelleth and of ye . pale of Baron park adioyning upon the 
same fforeste in manner and fourme as foloweth. 

Wee, ye said commyssioners, repayring ourselves acording to our 
dewties unto the places named in the said commyssione the vijth daie 
of Apryll in ye xxth year of her maiesties most gracious raigne, callinge 

4Printed in L. Fox, Leicester Abbey: History and Description {1938), 14-17. 
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before us by vertue therof Thomas Clark, one of ye comburgesses of ye 
towne of Leicestr expert in ye scyence of ffremason, William Woodland 
of Leicestr slatyer, Robert Ludlum of ye same slatyer, and Thomas 
Woodland of the same slatyer, and Ric. Sympson of Leicestr aforesaid 
carpenter, who upon their knowledge do saye yt : 

The hall within the Castell of Leycestr nowe covered with 
slate is in decay and requyreth to be all newecovered agayn with 
newe workmanship. And is in lenght xxvij yardes in ye rooff 
and either syde of ye rooff is Qn depth xiiij yardes, havinge 
on either syde a gutter of lead in decay also. The repaire whereof in all 

iiijU. xviijs. lxs. 
necessarie caws'@s are lyme xiiij lodes, slates vj.M n, laths Hijor Mll of 

xs. . lxs. xljs, viijd. 
vj tymbre tres to be made, nailes xxxvjMll, slate pyns a CMll, makinge 

xxxs. 

up of vj wyndowes in ye hall with stone, levinge iij fates of light, 
vjs, viijd. xiijs, iiijd, xxs. 

crestes xl, sand and cariage, plancks for ye gutters and sawinge of v 
xxxiijs. iiijd, vij3, 

tymbre tres and leying ye same. 5 And half a hundreth iron. And for 
vijli. xijs. 

workmanship to ley ye hole wiff amounting to xix roods or perches of 
wurk eny wode xviij fote square at viijs ye rood, in all xxvjli xijs. 

Also the stable within the said Castell covered with slate witha 
crosse buylt at estend therof all needfull to be newe leyd conteyneth in 

lxiiijs. 

workmanship viij roods. The tymbre work6 in decay also are in plancks, 
lxxs. 

sleepers, groundsills and stoodds with the workmanship in all vj li xiiij5 • 

The Towre over the gatehouse entringe unto ye Newark covered 
with leade having a rifle in ye northwest corner from ye topp almost 

xii. 

to ye ground ye repair,e whereof in stone, lyme and workmanshipp, 
xx.s. xxs. 

layinge of ye lead and tymbre work7 in all xijli, 
The resydewe of ye other howses are ye kitchen, Auditors Chambre 

and Recevors Chambre covered all with slate are needfull to be poynted, 
ye workmanship whereof is esteemed at vj li. 

[The remainder of the Certificate concerns the Lodge and the Barn 
Park.] 

V 
SURVEY OF LEJCESTER CASTLE IN 1633 

The text of this document is taken from Nichols, vol. iv, pt. i, 70-71, 
where it is stated that the original was preserved at Beaumanor; its 
present whereabouts is not known. Portions of the text also appear 
in Throsby's History and Antiquz1ties of Leicester, 349-351, and in 
Thompson's Leicester Castle, 24-28. 

5Marginal note : xj trees. 6Marginal note : x trees. 7Marginal note : ij trees. 
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Commission: 
Charles, by the graoe of God, kinge of England, Scotland, Fraunce 

& Ireland, defendor of the fayth, etc. To our trusty and welbeloved 
William Hericke, esq. greetinge. Whereas we are informed that there are 
some old peeces of our Castle of Leicester, parcell of our duchie of 
Lancaster, in our county of Leicester, yet standinge, which are become 
soe utterly ruynous, useles, & irreparable; and the materialls subiect 
dayly to wast & stealinge, that they are only fitt to be taken downe & 
sould to our best benefitt & advantage; And whereas wee are also 
informed, that the Castle-house, wherein the auditt hath been formerly 
kept, & is hereafter to be kept, & wherein our records of our Honour of 
Leicester doe nowe remayne, is fallen into decay & want of reparacions, 
which our pleasure is should be againe repaired : Knowe you therefore, 
that wee, trustinge in your wisdome, discrecion, & honest [ndeavor for 
the furtherance of our service in the premisses, doe hereby give unto 
you full power & authoritie (takinge the advise & assistance of some 
skilfull experienced workeman), as wel to vie~e & surveigh those 
ruynous parts of the said Castle which are fitt to be taken downe & 
demolished, & to make an estimate of the value of the materialls what 
they may be sould for, as alsoe to viewe the decayes of the said Castle
house, outhowses, & appurtananoes & estimate what the charges of the 
necessary reparacions thereof maye amount unto; and, with all con
venient speede, by your wrytinge under your hand & seale, to certifie 
our chancellor and counsell of our said duchie of Lancaster of the quali
ties & estimate the said mater'ialls, as alsoe of the decayes & charges 
of the reparacions of the said Castle-howse, outhowses, & appurten:a.nces. 
And, after such v,iewe & surveigh soe by you taken, wee doe hereby 
further give unto you full power & authoritie forthwith to expose the 
said ma:terialls to sale; & to bargaine, agree for, & sell, the stones, 
timber & other materialls of the said ruynated peeces of the said Castle, 
& to allowe to such as shall buy them such reasonable tyme for the 
carryinge awaye thereof as you in your descrecion shall thinke fitt, & 
as maye be with least offence & annoyance to the place where such 
sale is made. And our further will & pleasure is, that you intermeddle .. 
not with the vault there, nor the staires leadinge unto it, but that it 
be still reserved for our use, & the use of the keeper of our said Castle. 
And alsoe soe many of the said materialls, either of timber, stone, or 
of any other kinde, as you shall thinke may be ymployed & usefull to 
the reparacions of the said Castle-house, & buildinge thereto belonginge, 
our will & pleasure is to be reserved for that purpose, & be allowed & 
delivered to Edward Lake, gent. our tennante, whoe bath the custodie 
of the said Castle & Castle-house, to be used & ymployed upon the said 
reparacions, & not otherwse. And lastly, wee require you by your 
wrytinge under your hand & seale, tq certify oure sa,id chauncellor & 
counsell, with what convenient speede maye be, what the money maye 
come to that !is likely to be raysed by the said sale, that upon such 
certificate there maye be order given for the disposinge & accomptinge 
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for the same. Provided always that this our commission shall have 
continuance till Crastino Purificationis, which shall be in the year of 
our Lord God one thowsand sixe hundred thirty-fower, & not longer. 
Geoven at our Pallace at Westminster, under the seale of our duchie of 
Lancaster, the one-and-twentyth daye of December, in the nynth year 
of our raigne. 

GERARD. 
Survey: 

A Viewe then taken of the old Castle of Leicester (the Sessions 
Hall excepted); that is, of the vallew & worth of all the materialls of 
the said ould Castle, & ruinous parts thereof, by WiUiam Herycke, esq., 
tog.athar with Francis Hartis, carpenter, Thomas Ludlam, slater, 
Thomas Greene, mason, whose advice & assistance the said William 
Herycke, esq. did use & take in the said Veiwe, they being skilful & 
experienced workmen, according to the tenor of his Majesty's com
mission, directed to the said William Heyricke, esq. bearing date the 
one-and-twentieth .daye of December last past. 

All and singuler the materialls of the said ould Castle & ruinous 
parts thereof; that is, all the free stone, timber, & some £ewe iron barres 
in some of the windowes (there being noe other materialls there of any 
other kinde); all which materfalls, which may be taken downe without 
any dammage or hurt to the vault under the said oulcl Castle, & the 
staires leading thereto (which vault & staires are by the commission 
excepted, & not to be mecllecl withall), are vallewecl to be worth, by the 
estin1acion of the said workmen (the charge of taking clowne the said 
materialls being considered & conducted), the sum of 40 l.; that is, for 
the materialls of free stone & the iron barres in the winclowes, 36 l. 
13s. 4d.; & for the timber 3 l. 6s. Sd. 

William Heyrick 
Francis Harris 

The fourth clay of February, 1633-4. 

Thomas Ludlam 
Thomas Greene 

A View of the necessarie clecayes & defects of the Castle-house in 
Leicester; togather with all the walls about the orchards & yeards thereto 
belonginge; the oulcl kitchen, called John of Gaunt' s kitchen, to the 
said Castle-house belonginge; the stable, harhouse, & all other out
houses & buildings, to the said Castle-house belonging (the greate 
Sessions-hall, & that part of the oulcl Castle of Leicester, & all the 
ruinous peeces thereof standing at the South encl of the said Sessions 
hall, 8 as alsoe the South gate of the said Castle & the house thereupon 
built, & the stone-wall running alonge from the said South gate to the 
river of Soare, which lies towards the old Hospitall within the N ewarke 
in Leicester, being excepted & not viewed); taken the claye abovesaid, 
by William Heyricke, esq. togathar with Francis Harris, carpenter, 

8Doubtless the remains of the original kitchen block. 
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Thomas Ludlam, slater, Thomas Greene, mason, & William Hall, 
glasier, they being skilfull & experienced workmen, whose advise & 
assistance the said William Heyricke, esq. did use & take, according to 
the tenor of his Majestie's commission directed to the said William 
Heyricke, esq. bearing date the one & twentieth daye of December last 
past. 

Imprimis-the repa1ires of the necessarie decayes & 
defects of all the walls about both the orchards (the 
wall going along from the South gate of the said 
Castle unto the river Soare being excepted as afore
said) will amount to, in rough stone, lime, sand, & 
workmanship, the summe of 

That is, the sa,id repaires will require 60 loads of 
rough stone, which will amount to 41. & the lime 
& sand will come to 13l. and the workmanship to 
13Z. 

Item-the decayes in glasse & for workmanship, in 
the rooms betwixt St. Marie's church & the great 
gates at the Castle-house 

Item- the decayes in the chamber next the 
church- there wanteth a sill & a principal post, 
worth 13s. 4d. in the timber, & for workmanship, 
13s. 4d, 

Item-the decayes of the great gates of the Castle
house, in tymber, nayles, workmanship, & iron 
worke, 20s.; that is, in tymber 6s. Sd. nayles & 
iron worke 6s. 8d. & the workmanship 6s. 8d. 

Item-paid by Mr. Newcombe, for mending of the 
gates that were broken by the last great winde 

Hem-the <lac.ayes of the chimney in the roome over 
the gates, in bricke & lime 10s. & workmanship 10s. 

Item- the decayes of the wall on the outside, in the 
lower roome next to the North porch of St. Marie's 
church, in rough stone & lime 2s. 6d. & for work
manship 2s. 6d. 

Item- the decayes of the Castle-house in slateing 
betwixt St. Marie's church & the great gates; that is, 
for slates, lath, nailes, lime and workmanship 

Item- the decayes of the rest of the Castle-house, 
in slateing , & for all materialls thereto necessarie 

Item- Paid to Thomas Ludlam, for mending some 
dee.ayes in tylinge, which hapned in the last great 
winde 

£ s. d. 

30 0 0 

1 0 0 

1 6 8 

1 0 0 

0 6 8 

1 0 0 

0 5 0 

4 10 0 

13 6 8 

0 5 0 

\ 
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Item-paid to William Hall, for mending one gutter 
of lead 
Item-the decayes in the roome that jetts over unto 
the church, in tymber 20s. & in workmanship 20s. 
Item-the decayes of the great kitchen, called John 
of Gaunt's kitchen, belonging to the Castle house, 
in slating & the materialls therto necessarie 
Item-the decayes in the walls of the said great 
kitchen, in the stone-work, lime, sand, & work
manship, 26s. Sd.; that is, in free-stone 10s. & sand 
10s. & workmanship 6s. Sd . ... 
Item-the decayes in the larder, in tymber, wo'tk
manship, & plastering 
Item-in the great chamber, for laying downe the 
foot-pace, & barding it, 10s.; that is, for the bards 
& nayles 6s. Sd. and workmanship 3s. 4d. 
Item-for plastring all the flares in all places where 
they are broken & defective 
Item-the decayes of the shedd over the sellar-door 
leading into the dungeon, 9 in timber 13s. 4d. and 
the workmanship 6s. Sd. 
Item-all the decayes of glasse in the Castle-house 
( excepting that part of the house betwixt St. Marie's 
church & the great gates, which is allready set down) 
Item-three casements, which are broken & taken 
away 
Item-for new lead & workmanship for a gutter ten 
yeards Jong, betwixt the little kitchen & the little 
parlour 
Item-for the decayes of the tymber of the said 
gutter, with the workmanship 
Item-for the decayes of the hall & parlour chim
neys in the foundation of the stone-worke and alsoe 
of the walles of the said parlour & hall in the stone
worke; that is in free-stone 10s., in rough stone 10s., 
in lime & sand 20s., and workmanship 20s. 
Item-the decayes of the stable and haye-house, in 
slateing and workmanship 
Item-the decayes of the stable and hay-house, 
in the tymber & in the plankes & sleepers, & work
manship, tha:t is, in the tymber, plankes & sleepers 
5 l. & for the workmanship 3 l. 
Item-the decayes of the said stable & :hay-house, 
in plastring & workmanship 

9This probably refers to the cellar under the present Castle House. 

£ s. d. 

0 2 6 

2 0 0 

3 0 0 

1 6 8 

0 14 4 

0 10 0 

5 0 0 

1 0 0 

1 10 0 

0 6 8 

3 6 8 

1 0 0 

3 0 0 

10 0 0 

8 0 0 

3 0 0 
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£ s. d. 
Item-the decayes of the sa.id stable & hay-house in 
stone-worke & masons worke, & the workmanship, 
that is, in rough stone 10s., in lime and sand 20s. & 
workmanship 20s. 

Summa totalis: 99 Z. Ss: 10d. 
Francis Harries 
Thomas Ludlam 

VI 

William Heyricke 
Thomas Greene 
William Hall 

2 10 

LEICESTER CASTLE: PARTICULARS FOR A SALE, 1650 

0 

The original is a wordy document of 9 large folios, containing 
much repetition. It is in the Public Record Office, D. L. Parlovamentary 
Surveys, 33. Copies will be found in the British Museum, Add. Mss. 
21327, fo. 74 and 30208, fo. 70, no. 2. 

The following extracts contain all the essential particulars given 
concerning the castle premises offered for sale : 

All that messuage or tenement commonly called the Castle House, 
conteyning by estimacion in length from north to south 70 ft. and in 
breadth from east to west 24 ft., more or less. 

All that building of rugged stones, a.ntiently called a Kitchen, 
belong,inge unto the old castle, consisting of foure squares of buildinge, 
each square conteyning in length by estimacion 36 ft., more or less. 10 

All that parcel! of ground enclosed with an old wall of rugged stone 
lyeing on the north end of the said late castle, conteyning by esti
maicion one acre, more or less. 11 

All that parcel of ground called the Mount lyeing on the south side 
of the said castle, conteyning by estimacion 1 acre and 2 roods more or 
less, which said premises with the appurtenances were late in the tenure 
of Edward Lake, Doctor of Law. 

All that ruynous vault parcell of the oM castle arch'd over with 
free stone, conteyning by estimacion in length 48 ft. and in breadth 
18 ft., more or less. 

And also the stone of an old piece of wall at the west end of the 
said vault. 

All that tenement called the Southgate House, 36 ft. in length, 
22 ft. in breadth, more or less. 

10This is almost certainly the great kitchen calledJohn of Gaunt's kitchen, 
belonging to the Castle House, referred to in the survey of 1633. It may 
also be the kitchen referred to in 1578. 

llThe west wall of this partly survives in the Castle Gardens. The line of the 
north and east walls is evidently marked by a parish boundary (entirely 
unrelated to modern boundaries of property) shown on the 1885 1 / 500 O.S. 
map. This ground would be one of the orchards, referred to in 1633, and 
most probably represents the 'new garden' of 1323-4 (below the castle and 
opposite the mill; see above, p. 148, footnote 68). 
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All that parcel of ground called the Garden Plott adjoining the 
said Ga.te Howse on the south and abutting upon the river Soar on the 
west, containing 2 roods, more or less. 

All that tenement erected on the last mentioned parcel of ground 
containing 28 ft. in length and 14 ft. breadth, more or less, which 
tenement called the Southgate Howse and premises are in the occupation 
of William Freer. 

All that small tenement 36 ft. from north to south long and 18 ft . 
from east to west broad, more or less, now . in the occupation of John 
Palmer. 

All that stable situate at the west end of the Sessions Hall con
taining in length 60 ft. from north to south, and in breadth 16 ft. from 
east to west, more or less, now in the occupation of Danyell Abney, 
Gent. 

All that other stable situate near the South Gate with the appur
tenances containing in length 28 ft. from north to south, and 10 ft. 
from east to west breadth, more or less. 

Also that small cottage built upon the waste ground belonging to 
the said castle lying upon the east side thereof near to the Gunne Dikes, 
abutting upon the lane leading to the Castle Mills on the west and 
bounded with the highway leading to the castle on the south, and is 
now in the occupation of Thomas Greene. 

All that other little cottage built upon the waste grounde of the 
said castle in the place last mentioned and now in the oocupation of 
John Erpe, 

Together with all stmctures, buildings, edifices, bames, stables, 
outhouses, ways, etc., etc. 

All these premises were by indenture dated 13 Nov., 9 Charles I, 
demised to Edward Lake, Doctor of Law, for 31 years, pay,ing 6s. 8d. 
yearly, which said lease is by several assignments conveyed to Thomas 
Adams, Alderman of London, and Henry Paynter, Esq. There were 
at Michaelmas last 15 years to come of the said lease. 

The said castle and appurtenances thereunto belonging are thus 
bounded and do extend (that is to say} they do abutt upon the highway 
leading to the Castle Mills on the north, upon the N ewarke Hospitall 
Church Yard on the south, and are bounded with the river Soar on the 
west, and with the :highway leading to the said mills on the east. 
Within the circumference of which boundings are 5 acres of ground, 
more or less. 

The Honor of Leicester with the rights, members and appur
tenances :above mentioned are contracted for and agreed to be sold unto 
John Saunderson of Hedlyhope in the County of Duresme, Esq. 
11 April, 1650. 

[The sale attested, 22 May, 1650.] 


